
Contents

Introduction — 1

Chapter I
Theories of oneness before Avicenna —12
I.1 Greek works translated into Arabic —12
I.2 Early Arabic philosophical works on oneness —16
I.3 The IsmaTIIs — 21
I.4 Christian and Muslim kalam — 24
1.4.1 Christian kalam — 25
1.4.2 Muslim kalam------ 32
1.4.3 The Bahshamite understanding of oneness — 37
I.4.3.1 Physical oneness------ 37
I.4.3.2 Essential oneness and the Attribute of the Essence — 44
I.4.3.2.1 The essential oneness of atoms and accidents — 44
I.4.3.2.2 Does the Attribute of the Essence apply to wholes or essences apart from 

atoms and accidents? — 46
I.4.3.3 God’s oneness — 50
1.5 Commentaries on Surat al-Ikhlas — 69
1.6 Conclusion----- 72

Chapter II
The logical and epistemological structure of wahda — 73
II.1 wahid and wahda as modulated terms — 73
II.2 The various senses and modes of oneness — 84
II.3 Multiplicity’s relation to oneness — 93
II.4 Apprehending oneness and multiplicity — 94

Chapter III
Oneness, existence, and the subject matter of metaphysics — 96
III.1 Avicenna’s two explanatory models — 96
III.2 The problematic relation between mawjud/wujud and wahid/wahda —107
III.3 Metaphysics and God’s oneness and existence —120
III.3.1 Avicenna’s programmatic expositions of theology —120
III.3.2 Simplicity and Avicenna’s theological arguments —122
III.3.3 The Neoplatonic background —130
III.4 Conclusion----- 135

Chapter IV
The metaphysical status of oneness —137
IV.1 Avicenna’s refutation of earlier views —137

https://d-nb.info/1323570365


X — Contents

IV .2 The metaphysical status of numbers and wahda —139
IV .3 wahda as a concomitant and accident of quiddity —142
IV .4 lawazim al-lawdzim: the concomitants of wahda and kathra —153

Chapter V
Kindi, Farabi, and Yahya on essential and accidental oneness —155
V .1 Per se and per accidens —155
V .2 The Kindian interlude------ 158
V .3 The Farabian connection------ 163
V .4 Avicenna’s elaboration on his predecessors —171

Chapter VI
Avicenna’s Doctrine of Essential Oneness —182
VI .1 God’s oneness —182
VI .1.1 Divine oneness and the notion of per se or bi-l-dhat—182
VI .1.2 Self-identity and God’s essential oneness —187
VI .1.3 kalam and other precedents on God’s self-identity —192
VI .1.4 The problematic evidence of the Ta’Hqat and Mubahathat—195
VI .1.5 Conclusion--202
VI .2 The essential oneness of the pure quiddities — 202
VI .3 Oneness, quiddity, and the mereological analysis — 224
VI .4 haqiqa, essential oneness, and individual oneness — 232
VI .5 Self-awareness, self-intellection, and essential oneness — 261
VI .6 Differences and parallels between Avicenna and the Bahshamiyya — 263
VI .7 Some implications for the later reception of Avicenna’s thought: John Duns

Scotus’ theory of the unity of the common nature — 267
VI .8 Summary and conclusion--274

Chapter VII
Some outstanding theological issues — 279
VII .1 Oneness as a negative attribute of God — 279
VII .2 Oneness and perfection — 295

Conclusion — 302

Bibliography — 306
Primary sources — 306
Secondary literature — 310

Index of philosophical and theological notions — 320

Index of historical names and groups — 325


