
Contents

List of Illustrations page vii
List of Tables viii
Acknowledgments ix
List of Abbreviations xii

Introduction 1
Denazification and the Fragebogen 5
Interpreting Denazification 10
Methodology, Sources, and Scope 16
Outline of the Book 19

1 An Army of Academics: Planning the Denazification 
of Germany 21
The Problem of Denazification 22
Civilianizing the Military, 1943-1944 31
The Neo-Marxist War on Nazism 43
Inter-Allied Planning for Denazification 55
Conclusion 63

2 "A Miserable Paper Substitute for a Spontaneous
Revolution”: Drafting the Questionnaire 65
Italian Origins: Defascistization and the Scheda Personale 66
Drafting the Fragebogen 74
The Handbook Controversy 88
French and Soviet Questionnaires 99
Conclusion 108

3 "Land of the Fragebogen”: Screening the
German Population 111
Allied Invasion and Early Distribution of the Questionnaires, 
1944-1945 113
The Questionnaires under Military Government Administration, 
1945-1946 125
The Questionnaires under German Administration, 1946-1949 144
Conclusion 158

https://d-nb.info/1329172027


vi Contents

4 The “Little Man’s Nuremberg”: Germans 
and Denazification 162
The Everyday Experience of Denazification 164
Passing or Failing: The Consequences of Political Screening 180
Case Study: Kreis Hersfeld (Hesse), 1945-1949 191
Conclusion 206

5 Writing Away Culpability: The Unintended Outcomes 
of Denazification 209
Resorting to “Gestapo Methods”: Denunciation and Denazification 211
Tailoring Truth: Memory Construction and Whitewashing the Nazi Past 226
Conclusion 251

Conclusion: Everyday Denazification 253

Appendix: The Fragebogen Questions 264
Bibliography 273
Index 295


