
Table of Content

Foreword....................................................................................... 9

Map of Belarus............................................................................. 13

Introduction.................................................................................. 15

1. Kyivan Rus and the Principality of Polatsk........................... 17

Toponyms............................................................................. 23

Linguistic Comparison.......................................................... 24

2. The Grand Duchy of Lithuania.............................................. 29

Civil War and the Union of Kreva.........................................39

Rise of a Great Power............................................................42

The Century of the Renaissance........................................... 47

3. The Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealth (1569-1795)............. 51

The Russian Deluge...............................................................60

The Great Northern War....................................................... 64

4. The Russian Empire (1772-1917)........................................... 71

The North-Western Territory................................................ 76

National Awakening.............................................................80

A New Political and Cultural Renaissance........................... 89

5. The First World War (1914-1918).......................................... 97

The Russian Revolutions.....................................................104

BNR — Belarusian National Republic.................................. 110

6. The Polish-Soviet War (1919-1921)......................................117

Slutsk Uprising.................................................................... 122

https://d-nb.info/1329874773


7. Divided Belarus (1921-1939).............................................. 125

BSSR—Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Republic...................127

Western Belarus as a part of Poland....................................134

8. The Second World War (1939-1945).................................... 143

Belarusians in the Winter War.............................................146

The Great Patriotic War...................  148

Khatyn and Katyn................................................................153

The German Retreat............................................................ 154

9. Post-war Belarus (1945-1991)............................................... 159

The Era of Stagnation.......................................................... 164

Perestroika and Glasnost.....................................................166

10. Independent Belarus (1991-)................................................ 171

Lukashenko's Rise to Power............................................... 174

Dictatorship begins.............................................................. 177

Yeltsin is replaced by Putin................................................. 182

Temporary Rapprochement with the West......................... 186

Towards a Eurasian Union.................................................. 188

The Ukraine Crisis turns the course.................................... 191

National Project continues................................................... 195

Belarus opens for tourism....................................................200

11. The Reinstatement of Totalitarianism (2020-2021).............. 203

Tsikhanouskaya's Rise and the August Election Fraud.....204

Why did the Revolution fail?.............................................. 207

Hybrid War against Poland and Lithuania......................... 209

Russian Ultimatum and Occupation of Kazakhstan............213



12. War in Ukraine (2022-)..................................................... 215

The Russian Retreat from the North................................... 217

The Ukrainian Counterattack.............................................. 220

The War Escalates................................................................222

The Liberation of Kherson...................................................225

Independence at Stake........................................................ 227

The Fall of Bakhmut and the Spring Stalemate................... 230

Wagner Group rebellion......................................................233

All Quiet on the Eastern Front............................................ 235

13. The Future of Belarus.........................................................241

Disclosure................................................................................... 245

Timeline 251


