
Table of Contents
List of Abbreviations 11
1. Introduction 13
Map of Dialects 15

2. Phonology 17
2.1 Vowels 17
2.2 Consonants 18
2.3 Phonotactics and Phonological Processes 19

2.3.1 Syllabic Structure of Morphemes 19
2.3.2 Phonological Processes 19

(1) Vowel Coalescence and Elision 19
(2) Vowel Height Harmony 20
(3) Vowel Copying 21
(4) Vowel-Glides and Glide-Zero Alternations 22
(5) Consonant Assimilation 22
(6) Nasal Harmony (Assimilation) 23
(7) Consonant Elision 24

2.4 Distinctive Tones 25
(1) Lexical Distinctiveness 25
(2) Grammatical Distinctiveness 26

2.5 Intonation 27
2.6 Respiratory Accent 28

3. Morphology of the Noun Phrase 29
3.1 Nouns 29

3.1.1 The Noun Classes 29
(1) List of Noun Classes 29
(2) Verbal Nouns (Infinitives) 30
(3) Locative Nouns 31
(4) Abstract Nouns 32
(5) Mass Concepts 32

http://d-nb.info/96609316X


Table of Contents

3.1.2 The Augment 32
3.1.3 Markers of Syntactic Relationship (Agreement) 33
3.1.4 The Semantic Basis of the Noun Class System 33

(1) Core Meanings 34
(2) Class Shift 38

3.1.5 Deverbative Derivations 40
(1) Agent of Action 40
(2) Objects for Executing or Causing Actions 40
(3) Passive Agent or Patient 41
(4) Process of Action 41
(5) Result of Action 41
(6) Instruments for Supporting an Activity 42

3.1.6 Compound Nouns 42
(1) Juxtaposed Compounds of Stems 42
(2) Juxtaposed Compounds at Phrase Level 42

3.1.7 Nominal Loans 44
3.2 Connexives and Nominal Possession 45

3.2.1 Connexive Constructions 45
3.2.2 Nominal Possession 45

3.3 Adjectives 47
3.3.1 Attributive Use 47
3.3.2 Predicative Use 49
3.3.3 Comparative and Superlative (Elative) 50

3.4 Numerals 51
3.4.1 Cardinal Numbers 51

(1) Numbers 1 - 10 51
(2) Numbers above ten 52
(3) Numbers in Counting 54

3.4.2 Ordinal Numbers 54
3.5 Pronouns 57

3.5.1 Absolute Pronouns and Substitutives 57

8



Table of Contents

3.5.2 Possessive Pronouns 59
(1) Personal Possessors 59
(2) Impersonal Possessors 59

3.5.3 Demonstratives 61
(1) Ordinary Demonstratives 61
(2) Emphatic Demonstratives 62

3.5.4 Relative Concords 63
3.5.5 Interrogatives 65

(1) Autonomous Interrogatives 65
(2) Pronominal Interrogatives 65

3.5.6 General Proforms 69
4. Morphology of the Verb Phrase 71

4.1 Verb Derivation 71
4.1.1 Passive 71
4.1.2 Causative 72
4.1.3 Applicative 72
4.1.4 Neutro-Passive 72
4.1.5 Repetitive and Intensive 73
4.1.6 Reciprocal 74
4.1.7 Denominal 74
4.1.8 Combination of Extensions 74

(1) Causative and Passive 74
(2) Applicative and Reciprocal 75
(3) Neutro-Passive and Applicative 75
(4) Applicative and Passive 75

4.2 Verbal Inflection 77
4.2.1 Subject Concords 77
4.2.2 Object Concords and Reflexive 78
4.2.3 The Tenses in Detail 81

(1) F actitive / Habitual 81
(2) Present Progressive, Near Future 82

9



Table of Contents

(3) Indefinite Future 83
(4) Recent Past Imperfective 84
(5) Remote Past Imperfective 86
(6) Recent Definite Past Perfect 87
(7) Remote Indefinite Past Perfect 88
(8) Imperative 89
(9) Optative (Hortative) 90
(10) Subjunctive 91
(11) Simultaneous 93
(12) Narrative (Subsecutive) 94
(13) Pluperfect 94

4.2.4 Ka-movendi Constructions 95
4.2.5 The Defective Verbs ri and na 95

5. Syntax 97
5.1 Copula and Existential Sentences 97
5.2 Questions 99
5.3 Valency Changing Syntax 101

(1) Double Complements of Applicatives 101
(2) Locative Inversion 102

5.4 Relative Clauses 103
6. Texts 105

Text no. 1 105
Text no.2 109

7. List of Words 111
7.1 English-Herero 111
7.2 Herero-English 115
7.3 Some Useful Phrases 118

Selected Bibliography 119
Index 123

10


