
CONTENTS 

1. NARRATING THE STATUS OF A WOMAN 7 
The question o f  the research question 7 

Emotions leading the discussion 14 

Roles in research 18 

Whose experience? 24 

2. QUESTIONNAIRE-BASED NARRATIVES 31 
Questions o f  gender. 31 

The genre o f  questionnaire writing 40 

Motives f o r  writing 49 

3. WAR AND GENDER ROLES 61 
The time o f  rebuilding 61 

The war generation 67 

A story o f  rebuilding? 70 

Change vs. permanence 81 

4. THE PREDETERMINED ROLES OF A WOMAN 87 

To be a girl to become a woman 87 

The best and the worst in marriage 102 

Being married to a veteran 113 

Motherhood — happiness in hardship 121 

http://d-nb.info/1015395090

http://d-nb.info/1015395090


5. WOMEN IN THE SOCIAL MARGIN 135 

Unqualified to be a wife 135 

The social change brought about by widowhood. 151 

Childless women and single mothers 159 

The making o f  female marginality. 165 

6. THE DOMESTICATED WOMAN A S  A N  IDEAL 177 

A woman's place 177 

Boys o f  the world, girls o f  the home 179 

Men o f  the world, women o f  the home 183 
When home becomes an obstacle 186 

Reminiscences o f  place 193 

7. 'ONLY THE GROVE WHORES WHISTLE' 201 

Morality vs. knowledge 201 

Marital life 208 

Sexual hierarchies 214 

8. FAMILY HIERARCHIES 221 

The power o f  decision-making 221 

Female hierarchies 233 

Work as a status symbol 239 

9. AGAINST THE TRADITIONS 255 

SOURCES 267 


