Foreword /Vorwort 7

POLITICAL LIFE IN GREAT BRITAIN AND IN THE UNITED STATES 8

1 Political Life in Great Britain 10
11 The British Constitution 10
1.2 The Sovereign "
1.3 Parliament 12
1.4 Her Majesty’s Government 14
1.5 Devolution 15
1.6 The Party System 16
1.7 The Electoral System 18
1.8 Commentary on the Results 19
1.9 Britain in the 1990s and 2000s 20
Review 22
2 Political Life in the United States 24
21 The American Constitution 24
2.2 The President 27
2.3 Congress 29
2.4 The Supreme Court 30
2.5 The Main Parties 32
2.6 The Electoral System 35
2.7 The Presidential Election of 2008 36
2.8 The USA in the 2000s 38
Review 40
SOCIAL STRUCTURE OF BRITAIN AND OF THE UNITED STATES 42
3 Social Structure of Britain 44
31 The Importance of Class 44
3.2 Social Class in Britain Today 45
3.3 Social Class and Language 48
3.4 Britain: A Multi-ethnic Society 48
3.5 Responses of White Society 52
3.6 Asylum 53
Review 54
4 Social Structure of the United States 56
41 Historical Development of US Society 56
4.2 US Population Structure 60
4.3 US Immigration Policy 70
4.4 Social Divisions and Groupings il
4.5 Commentary on the Results 74
Review 77

Bibliografische Informationen
https://d-nb.info/994100132 digitalisiert durch



https://d-nb.info/994100132

SOCIAL WELFARE IN BRITAIN AND THE UNITED STATES 78

5 Social Welfare in Britain and the United States 80
Social Welfare in Britain 80
51 The Creation of the British Welfare State 80
5.2 The British Welfare System 81
5.3 Pros and Cons of the Welfare State 83
Social Welfare in the USA 85
5.4 The American Point of View 85
5.5 Contemporary Issues 87
Review: Social Welfare in Britain 88
Review: Social Welfare in the USA 89
THE BRITISH AND AMERICAN ECONOMIES 90
6 The British and American Economies 92
The British Economy 92
61 Rise to Economic Supremacy 92
6.2 Economic Decline 93
6.3 Structural Changes in the British Economy 95
6.4 Unsolved Problems 98
The American Economy 100
6.5 Leading Industrial Nation of the World 100
6.6 Major Themes 101
6.7 Structural Economic Changes and Problems 103
6.8 The USA in the 1990s and 2000s 106
Review: The British Economy 108
Review: The American Economy 109
EDUCATION IN BRITAIN AND THE UNITED STATES 110
7 Education in Britain and the United States 12
Education in Britain 12
71 State Education 12
7.2 Private Education 15
7.3 Special Features of British School Life 116
7.4 Educational Problems in Britain 17

7.5 The Way Ahead 19



Education in the USA

76
77

Structure of the Educational System
Current Issues concerning American Education

Review: Education in Britain
Review: Education in the USA

THE MASS MEDIA IN BRITAIN AND THE UNITED STATES

8 The Mass Media in Britain and the United States

The Mass Media in Britain

81
8.2

The British Press
British Radio and Television

The Mass Media in the USA

83
8.4

The American Press
American Radio and Television

Review

RELIGION IN BRITAIN AND THE UNITED STATES

9 Religion in Britain and the United States

Religion in Britain

91
9.2
9.3
9.4
9.5
9.6

The Church of England

The Church of Scotland (“Kirk”)

The Free Churches (Dissenters / Nonconformists)
Roman Catholics

Non-Christian Religious Communities

Current Religious Issues in Britain

Religion in the USA

9.7
9.8
9.9

The Early Settlers
The Puritan Heritage
Development of Religious Life

910 General Characteristics of Religious Communities
911 “Return to Religion”
912 The Electronic Church

Review: Religion in Britain
Review: Religion in the USA

120
120
123

125
127

128

130

130
130
134

136
136
137

140

142

144

144
146
146
147
148
148

149
149
149
150
151
152
153

154
155



BRITISH EMPIRE AND THE COMMONWEALTH 156

10 British Empire and the Commonwealth 158
1021 The Making of the British Empire 158
10.2 From Empire to Commonwealth 161
10.3 The Commonwealth 162
Review 165
BRITAIN AND EUROPE 166
11 Britain and Europe 168
11 Guidelines of British Foreign Policy up to 1945 168
1.2 Results of World War II 169
1.3 Britain’s Post-War Foreign Policy 170
1.4 The European Union Today 173
Review . 175
THE UNITED STATES AND THE WORLD 176
12 The United States and the World 178
121 The Age of Isolationism (1790 -1890) 178
12.2 Rise to World Power (1890 -1945) 179
12.3 Leadership of the Western World (1945-1990) 182
12.4 The only Superpower (since 1990) 184
12.5 Present-day US-Western European Relations 184
12.6 Anglo-American Relations 186
Review 188
ANGLO-IRISH RELATIONS 190
13 Anglo-Irish Relations 192
131 History of Ireland up to 1920 192
13.2 Partition of Ireland 194
13.3 The “Troubles” in Northern Ireland (since 1969 -1998) 195
13.4 The Northern Irish Conflict ) 197
Review 199
Acknowledgements / Abbildungsnachweis 200
Glossary / Begriffsverzeichnis » 201

Index / Stichwortverzeichnis 204



