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Series Preface

Palgrave Studies in European Political Sociology addresses contemporary
themes in the field of Political Sociology. Over recent years, attention
has turned increasingly to processes of Europeanization and global-
ization and the social and political spaces that are opened by them.
These processes comprise both institutional-constitutional change
and new dynamics of social transnationalism. Europeanization and
globalization are also about changing power relations as they affect
people’s lives, social networks and forms of mobility.

The Palgrave Studies in European Political Sociology series addresses
linkages between regulation, institution building and the full range
of societal repercussions at local, regional, national, European and
global level, and will sharpen understanding of changing patterns of
attitudes and behaviours of individuals and groups, the political use
of new rights and opportunities by citizens, new conflict lines and
coalitions, societal interactions and networking, and shifting loyal-
ties and solidarity within and across the European space. We welcome
proposals from across the spectrum of Political Sociology, including
on dimensions of citizenship; political attitudes and values; political
communication and public spheres; states, communities, governance
structure and political institutions; forms of political participation;
populism and the radical right; and democracy and democratization.

ix



Preface

How can groups of people be against capitalism? Isn’t that like being
against ageing or gravity? Isn’t capitalism the best economic system
there can be? For as long as there has been capitalism there has always
been anti-capitalism. Maybe Hegel'’s dialectical materialism is correct?
Or maybe Marx’s historical materialism is? Or maybe political con-
tention is more complicated than this? It is certainly the case that the
world has seen numerous mass mobilizations against supranational
political institutions and multinational corporations that are driv-
ing neoliberal globalization. The most recent has been the Occupy
movement, which is in large measure a reaction against the banking
system and the inability of western democratic systems to deal with
the financial crisis caused by casino capitalism.

There have been many publications on these waves of protests
against neoliberalism during the 21st century. There has been much
less on the role that British anti-capitalist groups have played, and
next to nothing on the internal conflict between anti-capitalist
groups during this wave. More than this, the major social move-
ment theories are not really equipped to deal with conflict between
movements; they tend to focus on movements versus elites. This
book provides a new theoretical lens with which to view ideologi-
cal competition and conflict between movements that have the same
political objectives.

This book charts some of the major events in which British anti-
capitalist groups have taken part. This includes European Social
Forums, anti-G8 mobilizations, and the Occupy movement in the
UK. At the same time, it provides a sustained theoretical analy-
sis of the complex and often conflictual relationships that British
anti-capitalist groups have with each other. The main focus of the
book is how British anti-capitalist groups subscribing to the ideolo-
gies of anarchism and socialism negotiate their politics with each
other and with the wider social and political forces arguing against
neoliberalism. In order to grasp the complexity of how groups sub-
scribing to these ideologies interact, I have drawn on Bourdieu’s



Preface xi

theoretical technologies, including habitus, capital, field and doxa.
These concepts are under-utilized in social movement analysis. Yet
they provide the necessary power with which to understand the polit-
ical biography of activists, their ideological intentions, the nature
of the political landscape where intra-movement contention takes
place, and how movements such as Occupy emerge out of crises.
To this end, the book offers a fresh theoretical perspective.

Joseph Ibrahim
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