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from the publisher.
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simplification. All sources used are fully listed in the bibliography and can be consulted there in their original
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designations, breeding association names, and trademarks used are the property of their respective rights holders
and are mentioned in this work solely for informational purposes. Detailed source references for breed standards
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work are protected by copyright. Any use beyond the narrow limits of copyright law is prohibited without the
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Dear readers,

I sincerely thank you for choosing this book. With your choice, you have not
only given me your trust but also a part of your valuable time. I truly
appreciate that.

The fascinating world of horse breeds is as diverse as few others in the animal
kingdom. From majestic warmbloods to sturdy ponies—each breed has its
own history and unique characteristics. This comprehensive reference work
presents over 80 horse breeds from around the world and highlights their
specific features, origins, and areas of use. From classic German warmbloods
like Holsteiner and Trakehner to noble Arabian thoroughbreds and robust
working horses like the Shire Horse. Whether you are a horse owner, breeder,
or simply a horse enthusiast, you will gain in-depth knowledge about
conformation, temperament, and breed-specific traits. The detailed
descriptions will help you find the optimal breed for your needs. A practical
guide that unites the accumulated knowledge about the most important horse
breeds in the world. Discover the impressive diversity of horse breeds and
deepen your understanding of these noble animals with this richly illustrated
standard work.

I now wish you an inspiring and insightful reading experience. If you have any
suggestions, criticism, or questions, I welcome your feedback. Only through
active exchange with you, the readers, can future editions and works become
even better. Stay curious!

Artemis Saage
Saage Media GmbH

 support@saagemedia.com

 SpinnereistraBe 7 - ¢/o SpinLab — The HHL Accelerator, 04179
Leipzig, Germany



Introduction

To provide you with the best possible reading experience, we would like to
familiarize you with the key features of this book. The chapters are arranged in
a logical sequence, allowing you to read the book from beginning to end. At
the same time, each chapter and subchapter has been designed as a standalone
unit, so you can also selectively read specific sections that are of particular
interest to you. Each chapter is based on careful research and includes
comprehensive references throughout. All sources are directly linked, allowing
you to delve deeper into the subject matter if interested. Images integrated into
the text also include appropriate source citations and links. A complete
overview of all sources and image credits can be found in the linked appendix.
To effectively convey the most important information, each chapter concludes
with a concise summary. Technical terms are underlined in the text and
explained in a linked glossary placed directly below. For quick access to
additional online content, you can scan the QR codes with your smartphone.

Additional bonus materials on our website
We provide the following exclusive materials on our website:

« Bonus content and additional chapters
« A compact overall summary
« A PDF file with all references

 Further reading recommendations

The website is currently under construction.

SaageBooks.com/horse_breeds-bonus-71AMOJ


https://saagebooks.com/horse_breeds-bonus-7IAMOJ

1. European Horse Breeds

he diversity of European horse breeds reflects centuries of targeted

breeding and cultural development. From the elegant warmbloods

of Northern Germany to the robust cold-bloods of Great Britain—

each breed tells its own story of adaptation and specialization. But
what makes these breeds so special? What role did historical events play in
their development? And how do breeders manage to preserve the valuable
heritage of these breeds? The range extends from the athletic Holsteiners,
which evolved from workhorses to internationally successful sport partners,
to the majestic Shire Horses, which still embody the strength and endurance
of their ancestors. Particularly fascinating is the adaptability of these breeds:
while some have retained their original tasks, others are mastering entirely
new challenges in modern equestrian sports. The following chapters
illuminate the characteristic features, breeding histories, and current
developments of these remarkable breeds—an insight into the vibrant
cultural heritage of European horse breeding.




1. 1. German Breeds

he German horse breeds have significantly influenced European

horse breeding and are now renowned worldwide for their sporting

successes. But how did these breeds evolve from robust

workhorses to highly specialized sport partners? What role did
historical events such as World War II play in their development? And what
makes the German warmblood breeds so valuable for modern equestrian
sports? The history of German horse breeds is closely linked to the
development of organized horse breeding. From the traditional Holsteiners
to the versatile Hanoverians and the elegant Trakehners—each breed has
developed its own characteristics while still preserving its original qualities.
Systematic breeding efforts, strict quality standards, and targeted
development have shaped these breeds into what they are today: powerful,
versatile sport horses with distinct character. A closer look at the individual
breeds reveals their fascinating development and demonstrates why they are
among the most sought-after sport horses in the world.

»,The Holsteiner is the oldest of the warmblood breeds,
with a history spanning over 700 years, and originates
from the region of Schleswig-Holstein in northern
Germany.*
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1. 1. 1. Holsteiner

he Holsteiner, the oldest of the Warmblood breeds with a history

spanning over 700 years, originates from the Schleswig-Holstein

region in northern Germany [s1]. This traditional horse breed has

its roots in the 13th century, with the first organized breeding
efforts taking place in the monasteries of Uetersen [s1]. Originally used as
workhorses in agriculture and transport, the breed underwent a remarkable
transformation [s2]. The breeding goals were redefined in 1885 to develop a
refined, high-performance carriage horse type [s3]. With the establishment
of the breeding book in 1891, a riding and driving school was also founded,
which still exists today [s3]. Holsteiners are medium-framed horses standing
between 16 and 17 hands (approximately 162-173 cm). They are
characterized by their arched, high-set neck and strong hindquarters [s1].
The breed is distinguished by round, elastic strides with strong impulsion
from the hindquarters and natural balance. Their light, soft, and dynamic
canter is particularly impressive [sl]. In terms of color, all variations are
represented except for pinto [s4]. Modern breeding allows for the targeted
crossbreeding of Thoroughbreds, Arabians, and French Warmbloods for
refinement. Other Warmbloods particularly suited for show jumping may
also be used [s2]. An example of successful breeding work is the stallion
Collado, born in 2004, who received a main premium in 2008 for his
outstanding qualities in jumping [s5]. Today, Holsteiners are among the four
most significant German Warmblood breeds [s2]. Currently, about 7,300
breeding mares and 230 stallions are kept in Germany [s4]. The breed has
particularly refined over the last 15 to 20 years [s1] and is characterized by
high genetic diversity, which positively impacts breeding development [s6].
The temperament of Holsteiners can vary—from balanced and calm to
sensitive and responsive, with some lines known for their particularly
amiable nature [s1]. This character diversity makes them extremely versatile
sport horses. Those choosing a Holsteiner as a sport partner should consider
the individual temperament when selecting and adjust training accordingly.
Holsteiners excel particularly in show jumping, where their exceptional
jumping technique and athleticism come into play [s7]. Their successes also
extend to dressage and eventing disciplines [s4]. Their high willingness to
learn and reliability are especially valuable for riders and breeders [s4].
Breeding programs today are strongly focused on athletic suitability, with
genetic selection specifically targeting genes associated with muscle and
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energy functionality as well as growth [s2]. For interested breeders, the
breeding association offers the opportunity to register Warmbloods in the
breeding books, provided they are registered with a recognized European
Warmblood breeding association and meet the corresponding requirements
[s8]. The global distribution of the breed, particularly in Germany, Europe,
and the USA [s4], attests to its enduring popularity and success in modern
equestrian sports. For trainers and riders, a systematic training approach
tailored to the individual strengths of the horse is recommended to develop
the full potential of this versatile breed.

Glossary

Hand
A traditional English unit of measurement for horse height. One
hand is exactly 10.16 centimeters (4 inches).

Pinto
A coat pattern in horses where larger white spots alternate with
another base color. The distribution of the spots can vary
significantly.

Warmblood
A group of horse breeds characterized by a balanced mix of strength
and elegance. They were developed through the targeted crossing of
heavy draft horses with lighter, nobler breeds.
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1. 1. 2. Hanoverian

he Hanoverian, one of the most

significant German warmblood

breeds, has its roots in the former
Kingdom of Hanover. The breed developed
from robust workhorses that were
originally used in agriculture and the
military [s9]. An important milestone was
the establishment of the historic state stud
in the 18th century, which continues to
play a central role in breeding today [s10].
After World War II, a significant shift
occurred in breeding direction. The focus
shifted to the development of modern sport
horses, with thoroughbreds and Trakehners
being specifically crossed to create a more
elegant, lighter  type  [s9].  This
transformation was extremely successful -
today, the Hanoverian is considered one of
the most versatile sport horses in the
world, with outstanding achievements in
dressage, show jumping, and eventing
[s11]. The breedir}g organi.zation 'is State Stud
characterized by particularly strict quality
standards. Every breeding horse must undergo a personal inspection by
qualified judges [s12]. This rigorous selection ensures the continuous
improvement of the breed. A special feature is the branding of foals with a
specific mark on the left hind leg, which documents their origin [s11]. In
1993, a specialized breeding program for show jumpers was introduced
[s9], which specifically develops the existing qualities of the breed.
Interesting for breeders is the openness of the breeding book: it accepts
mares and stallions from most major breeding associations [s13], allowing
for genetic broadening without diluting the typical breed characteristics. For
riders and trainers, it is particularly relevant that Hanoverians are
distinguished by their versatility. They are suitable for both ambitious sport
riders and dedicated leisure riders. When training, one should consider the

Hanoverian "
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individual development of the horse - a systematic approach with clear
goals has proven effective. It is important to recognize and specifically
promote the natural talents of each horse. The state stud still plays an
important role today by providing a variety of high-quality stallions [s10].
This also allows smaller breeders access to top-notch genetics. Breeders
should pay particular attention to the combination of movement quality,
character, and athletic predisposition when pairing. Membership in the
breeding association offers breeders numerous advantages, including
participation in all association events [s13]. This is particularly valuable for
marketing the offspring and for professional exchange. The breeding
regulations differ in the requirements for mare and stallion books from
other associations [s13], highlighting the uniqueness of the breed. Similar to
the Oldenburgs, Hanoverians are bred for various disciplines [s9], with each
horse being individually promoted according to its strengths. For trainers, a
precise analysis of the natural predispositions is recommended to optimally
adjust the training. The successful development from workhorse to modern
sport partner makes the Hanoverian one of the most sought-after warmblood
breeds worldwide. Its versatility, combined with a cooperative character and
excellent athletic qualities, provides ideal conditions for various riding
ambitions.

Versatility 1!
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[i4]

Breeding stallion
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1. 1. 3. Trakehner

he Trakehner, one of the oldest and most significant European

warmblood breeds, has a history spanning over 400 years [s14].

Systematic breeding began in 1732 with the establishment of the

royal stud in East Prussia, where the focus was on developing
lighter and faster horses for military purposes [s15] [s16]. The most
dramatic phase in the breed's history occurred during World War II. Of the
originally 27,000 registered horses, only about 1,600 survived [s17]. This
existentially threatening decimation led to the founding of a special
breeding association in 1948, dedicated to preserving and further developing
the breed [s16]. Trakehners are characterized by an elegant, well-
proportioned physique. Notable features include the noble head, long neck,
pronounced withers, and deep chest [s18]. Particularly remarkable is their
"floating" trot, which makes them among the most elegant warmbloods
[s14]. For dressage riders, this natural movement quality is of special value,
as it provides an excellent foundation for advanced training. Breeding
places the utmost importance on purity and quality. Since the 1960s, the
breeding book has distinguished between purebred and non-purebred lines
[s16]. The stallion licensing is considered the strictest in Germany [s14],
ensuring a special quality assurance for breeders. When pairing, breeders
should pay particular attention to the mare lines, as the first letter of the
mare line traditionally determines the name of the foal [s17]. The
temperament of Trakehners is described as attentive and intelligent,
combined with a willingness to work and mental stability [s19]. These traits
make them ideal partners for ambitious riders. In training, a systematic
approach is recommended, utilizing the horses' natural intelligence and
gradually developing their athletic abilities. Recently, an interesting trend
has emerged: an increasing number of stallions with a higher Arabian blood
percentage are being allowed for breeding [s20]. This may open new
opportunities for breeders but should be carefully weighed in the context of
traditional breeding goals. The breed's sporting successes are impressive,
particularly in dressage and eventing [s19]. For trainers and riders, this
means they have a horse with exceptional sporting potential before them.
Training should take into account the versatile talents and can focus on
different aspects depending on individual predispositions. Genetic research,
such as that conducted in Lithuania, is also interesting for breeding work.
Studies show a high genetic diversity within the population [s21], which is
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of great importance for the long-term health of the breed. Breeders should
consider this in their breeding plans and contribute to the preservation of
this valuable genetic diversity. The combination of noble appearance,
athletic performance, and intelligent character makes the Trakehner an
extraordinary sport partner. For riders and trainers, a careful training
approach tailored to individual strengths is recommended to develop the full
potential of this remarkable breed.

[i5]

Trakehner

Glossary

Mare Lines
Female lineage lines in horse breeding that can be traced back over
generations and pass on important genetic traits.

Stallion Licensing
A multi-day examination of young stallions, assessing
conformation, movement, health, and character to determine their
breeding suitability.

Withers
The highest point of the horse's back between the shoulder blades,
serving as an important measurement point for the size of a horse
and playing a central role in saddle fit.
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Summary - 1. 1. German Breeds

« The Holsteiner is the oldest warmblood breed with a history
spanning over 700 years, with the first breeding efforts taking
place in the monasteries of Uetersen. In 1885, the breeding goals
were redefined for a refined carriage horse type. Genetic selection
today specifically targets genes for muscle and energy
functionality. The Hanoverian developed from military and work
horses, and in 1993, a specialized breeding program for show
jumping horses was introduced. The historic state stud from the
18th century continues to play a central role in breeding.
Hanoverians are marked by a special brand on the left hind leg.
The Trakehner breeding began in 1732 at the royal main stud in
East Prussia for military purposes. Of the originally 27,000
registered Trakehner horses, only 1,600 survived World War II.
The Trakehner stallion licensing is considered the strictest in
Germany. The first letter of the mare's line traditionally
determines the name of the Trakehner foal. Current studies show a
high genetic diversity in the Trakehner population.
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1. 2. British Breeds

ritish horse breeds embody centuries-old breeding traditions and
reflect the diverse demands that the history of Great Britain placed
on their development. How did breeders manage to shape such
. varied specialists from original workhorses? What defines the
unique genetics of the Suffolk Punch, and why does the majestic Cleveland
Bay struggle for survival today? From the powerful Shire Horses that once
carried knights in heavy armor to the compact Suffolk Punch, which excels
in forestry, each of these breeds has its own fascinating development story.
A remarkable phenomenon emerges: despite their sometimes vast physical
differences, these breeds share a characteristic trait— their proverbial
balance and willingness to cooperate. The history of these breeds is closely
intertwined with the industrial and agricultural development of Great
Britain, and their genes continue to influence modern warmblood breeding.
A closer look at these traditional breeds reveals not only their historical
significance but also their remarkable adaptability to modern demands.

»The Cleveland Bay is one of the oldest English horse
breeds and is characterized by its uniformly brown coat
color without white markings.*
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