
Table of contents

List of tables and figures .........................................................................xvii

Abbreviations used in FG-representations................................................xix

1. Predicate formation ............................................................................  1
1.0. Introduction ..............................................................................  1
1.1. The nature of predicate formation rules: an example................ 3
1.2. A typology of predicate formation rules ..................................  5

1.2.0. Introduction...................................................................  5
1.2.1. The form of the predicate ............................................. 6
1.2.2. The type of the predicate............................................... 7
1.2.3. The quantitative valency............................................... 8

I.2.3.I. Valency extension.........................................  8
1.2.3.2. Valency reduction.........................................  9

1.2.4. The qualitative valency............................................... 15
I.2.4.I. Semantic functions..................................... 15
1.2.4.2. Selection restrictions .................................  17

1.3. Explanatory notes on predicate formation..............................  18
1.4. The expression of the output predicate..................................... 21
1.5. Conclusion ................................................................................  22

2. Verbal restrictors 1: general properties ............................................  23
2.0. Introduction ............................................................................ 23
2.1. Participant identification ........................................................ 24
2.2. Some terminological issues .................................................... 25
2.3. Verbal restrictors...................................................................... 28

2.3.1. Verbal restrictors are extended predications.............. 28
2.3.2. Verbal restrictors are “open” predications................... 29
2.3.3. Anaphorical relations................................................... 30
2.3.4. Selection restrictions................................................... 31
2.3.5. Stacking of verbal restrictors....................................... 32

2.3.5.O. Introduction ................................................  32
2.3.5.1. Stacking in English...................................... 33
2.3.5.2. Stacking in Luganda....................................  34
2.3.53. Incorporating restrictions on stacking in FG 36 

http://d-nb.info/951326066


viii The Theory of Functional Grammar 2

2.4. Non-restrictive usage of verbal restrictors..............................  38
2.4.1. Differences between restrictors and 

non-restrictors...............................................  39
2.4.2. The semantic status of non-restrictors......................... 41
2.4.3. Non-restrictors and independent clauses........................42
2.4.4. The FG analysis of non-restrictors ................................44

3. Verbal restrictors 2: types ....................................................................45
3.0. Introduction ...............................................................................45
3.1. Post-nominal verbal restrictors...................................................47

3.1.0. Introduction................................................................... 47
3.1.1. The formal expression of relative clauses......................48
3.1.2. On pronominal expression of the relativized 

variable .......................................................... 51
3.1.3. Relative pronouns ......................................................  54

3.2. Pronominal verbal restrictors.................................................. 55
3.2.1. Participial restrictors..................................................  55
3.2.2. Nominalized restrictors..............................................  57
3.2.3. Closed predications as restrictors ................................ 58
3.2.4. Appositive verbal restrictors......................................  63

3.3. Circumnominal verbal restrictors............................................ 65
3.4. Correlative relative constructions............................................ 68

4. Verbal restrictors 3: explanations...................................................... 71
4.0. Introduction................................................................................. 71
4.1. On the (non-)universality of verbal restrictors........................ 72
4.2. Prefield versus Postfield.......................................................... 74
4.3. Scenarios for the creation of verbal restrictors........................ 76

4.3.1. From parataxis to verbal restrictor ............................  77
4.3.2. From embedded question to verbal restrictor............ 79
4.3.3. From circumstantial satellite to verbal 

restrictor......................................................... 82
4.3.3.0. Introduction ................................................  82
4.3.3.I. Circumstantial satellites.............................. 83
4.3.3.2. Circumstantials in Orientation position .... 85

4.4. Conclusion .............................................................................. 92

5. Embedded constructions 1: semantic parameters ............................  93
5.0. Introduction ............................................................................ 93
5.1. Clausal terms .......................................................................... 96



Table of contents ix

5.1.1. Direct speech.............................................................. 96
5.1.2. Indirect speech............................................................ 98
5.1.3. Indirect speech complements have their own

illocutions ................................................................  100
5.1.4. Difference between direct and indirect speech........ 102
5.1.5. Not all elements can be converted into indirect

speech ......................................................................  103
5.2. Propositional terms...............................................................  106

5.2.1. Types of matrix predicates........................................ 106
5.2.2. Factivity....................................................................  108

5.3. Predicational terms...............................................................  110
5.3.1. Types of matrix predicates........................................ 110
5.3.2. Implicatives.............................................................. 114

5.4. Differences between types of embedded construction.......... 116
5.4.1. Believe versuspersuade versus force ...................... 116
5.4.2. Japanese complementizers........................................ 117

6. Embedded constructions 2: functional and formal parameters .... 121
6.0. Introduction ..........................................................................  121
6.1. Functional parameters .......................................................... 121

6.1.1. Semantic functions .................................................. 121
6.1.2. Perspectival functions.............................................. 123
6.1.3. Pragmatic functions.................................................. 123

6.2. Formal parameters ...............................................................  125
6.2.1. The position of the embedded construction in the

matrix domain.......................................................... 126
6.2.2. Formal subordination markers.................................. 135
6.2.3. Internal constituent ordering within the embedded

constaiction..............................................................  138
6.2.4. Finite or non-finite realization of the embedded

predicate .................................................................. 138
6.2.5. Mood........................................................................ 140

7. Embedded constructions 3: types .................................................. 143
7.0. Introduction .......................................................................... 143
7.1. Finite embedded constructions: subordinate clauses............ 144
7.2. Non-finite embedded constructions...................................... 145

7.2.1. Infinitival constructions............................................ 145
7.2.1.1. Closed and open infinitival constructions . 147
7.2.1.2. Functions of infinitival constructions........ 150



X The Theory of Functional Grammar 2

7.2.1.3. Infinitivals as complements to adjectives .. 152
7.2.2. Participial constructions ........................................... 154
7.2.3. Nominalizations........................................................  157

7.2.3.I. The possessive expression of arguments .. 160
7.2.3.2. A cross-linguistic hierarchy of 

nominalization types.................... 162
7.2.3.3. The treatment of nominalizations in FG ... 164

8. Polarity distinctions......................................................................... 169
8.0. Introduction .......................................................................... 169
8.1. Negation: operator or satellite? ............................................ 170
8.2. Negation and Focus .............................................................. 171
8.3. Illocutionary negation............................................................ 172
8.4. Propositional negation .......................................................... 174
8.5. Predicational negation .......................................................... 177
8.6. Negation at the predicate level.............................................. 178

8.6.0. Introduction...............................................................  178
8.6.1. Complementary formation.......................................... 178
8.6.2. Contrary formation ................................................... 179
8.6.3. Litotes .......................................................................  179

8.7. Term negation or zero quantification..................................... 180
8.8. Term negation versus predication negation ..........................  183

8.8.1. Two strategies for talking about nothing.................. 183
8.8.2. Typological distribution............................................. 184

9. Coordination ................................................................................... 189
9.0. Introduction .........................................................................  189
9.1. Coordination defined ........................................................... 189
9.2. Ways of describing coordinate constructions....................... 193
9.3. Simple coordination............................................................. 196

9.3.1. Coordination of sentences and clauses ....................  196
9.3.2. Coordination of propositions and predications......... 200
9.3.3. Coordination of terms..............................................  201
9.3.4. Coordination of predicates ...................................... 203
9.3.5. Coordination of or inside restrictors ........................  205
9.3.6. Coordination of operators and functions...................  207

9.4. Multiple coordination........................................................... 209
9.5. Simultaneous coordination................................................... 212



Table of contents xi

10. Anaphora.........................................................   215
10.0. Introduction ........................................................................... 215
10.1. Definitions ............................................................................  215
10.2. Accessibility..........................................................................  218
10.3. Expresssion............................................................................  219

10.3.0. Introduction............................................................ 219
10.3.1. Pragmatic factors.................................................... 220
10.3.2. Types of entities...................................................... 223

10.3.2.0. Introduction ....................................... 223
10.3.2.1. Anaphorical reference to properties and 

relations ...................................... 224
10.3.2.2. Anaphorical reference to States of Affairs . 226
10.3.2.3. Anaphorical reference to Possible Facts .. 227
10.3.2.4. Anaphorical reference to Speech Acts .... 228
10.3.2.5. Conclusion ....................................... 228

11. The illocutionary layer....................................................................  229
11.0. Introduction ................................   229
11.1. The status of “illocution”......................................................  230
11.2. Explicit and implicit performatives ......................................  232

11.2.1. Explicit performatives..............................................  232
11.2.2. Implicit performatives............................................... 234

11.3. Sentence types as carriers of basic illocutions......................  236
11.4. Illocutionary operators..........................................................  239
11.5. Illocutionary conversion........................................................  240

11.5.1. Derived illocutions ..................................................  240
11.5.2. Types of grammatical conversion............................  242
11.5.3. Types of illocutionary converters ............................  245
11.5.4. The borderline between grammatical and pragmatic 

conversion.................................................... 249
11.5.5. Embedded converted illocutions..............................  250
11.5.6. Indirect speech acts..................................................  251

11.6. Explicit performatives again..................................................  252
11.7. Conclusion ............................................................................  254

12. Interrogative clauses ......................................................................  257
12.0. Introduction ..........................................................................  257
12.1. The illocutionary force of questions......................................  258
12.2. Different types of interrogative construction....................... 260 



xii The Theory of Functional Grammar 2

12.3. Q-word questions................................................................... 263
12.3.1. The nature of Q-word questions ..............................  263
12.3.2. The operators Int and Q............................................  265
12.3.3. Types of Q-constituents............................................  267
12.3.4. Ilie representation of Q-constituents........................  269
12.3.5. Accessibility to Q ....................................................  270

12.3.5.1. Questioning of terms ................................. 271
12.3.5.2. Questioning of constituents within terms .. 271
12.3.5.3. On questioning the predicate ....................  274

12.4. The placement of Q-constituents ..........................................  276
12.4.1. Q-Pattem versus Q-Focus......................................... 280
12.4.2. A question about pronoun retention ........................  283
12.4.3. The distribution of Q-Pattem and Q-Focus.............. 284

12.5. Multiple Q-word questions....................................................  286

13. Focus constructions: basic patterns................................................  291
13.0. Introduction ........................................................................... 291
13.1. A note on terminology........................................................... 291
13.2. The prototypical Cleft constaiction ......................................  293

13.2.1. The prototypical Cleft in FG..................................... 295
13.2.2. Dummy head nouns................................................... 296
13.2.3. On expressing Cleft constructions............................. 298
13.2.4. Selection restrictions................................................  300
13.2.5. The form of Focus term and agreement patterns 

in the Cleft construction .............................  302
13.2.6. Typological predictions............................................  307

13.3. Focus constructions with adpositional predicates ................  309

14. Predicate focus; cleft interrogatives; demarking of Focus 
constructions ............................................................................. 313
14.0. Introduction ........................................................................... 313
14.1. Focusing on the predicate....................................................... 313
14.2. Interrogative Focus constructions..........................................  318
14.3. Demarking processes ............................................................  325

14.3.1. Demarking of Focus constructions .......................... 325
14.3.2. Demarking of pragmatically marked construction 

types.............................................................. 329



Table of contents xiii

15. Discrepancies between underlying clause structure and surface 
expression ................................................................................. 331
15.0. Introduction ........................................................................... 331
15.1. Types of discrepancies........................................................... 332
15.2. Formal discrepancy ..............................................................  333

15.2.1. Non-nominative first arguments or Subjects........... 333
15.2.2. Relative attraction....................................................  335

15.3. Positional discrepancy ..........................................................  339
15.3.1. Types of displacement..............................................  339
15.3.2. On explaining displacement ....................................  341

15.4. Formal and positional discrepancy........................................  342
15.5. On "Raising".......................................................................... 344

15.5.1. Forms of Raising......................................................  344
15.5.2. Constraints on Raising..............................................  346
15.3.3. The pragmatic motivation of Raising ......................  349

15.6. Other forms of structural discrepancy ................................... 351
15.6.1. First-order expression designates second-order 

entity............................................................ 351
15.6.2. Second-order expression designates first-order 

entity............................................................ 355

16. Accessibility ..................................................................................  357
16.0. Introduction ..........................................................................  357
16.1. Operations............................................................................... 358
16.2. Intrinsic constraints ..............................................................  359
16.3. Hierarchical constraints ........................................................  361
16.4. Functional constraints............................................................  365

16.4.0. Introduction..............................................................  365
16.4.1. Semantic and Syntactic Functions............................  366

16.4.1.1. Keenan and Comrie’s Accessibility 
Hierarchy .................................... 366

16.4.1.2. Reconsidering the Accessibility 
Hierarchy .................................... 368

16.4.1.3. Conclusion ................................................ 375
16.4.2. Pragmatic Functions ................................................  376

16.5. Concluding remarks..............................................................  377

17. Extra-clausal constituents ..............................................................  379
17.0. Introduction ..........................................................................  379
17.1. On defining ECCs..................................................................  380



xiv The Theory of Functional Grammar 2

17.2. Types of ECCs ....................................................................... 383
17.2.1. Interaction management ........................................... 384
17.2.2. Attitude specification ..............................................  386
17.2.3. Discourse organization ............................................ 386

17.2.3.0. Introduction ..............................................  386
17.2.3.1. Boundary marking ....................................  386
17.2.3.2. Orientation ................................................  387
17.2.3.3. Tails .............................................................401
17.2.3.4. Integration of Theme and Tail into the 

clause ............................................ 403
17.2.4. Discourse execution ...................................................405

17.3. Conclusion ............................................................................... 407

18. Towards a functional grammar of discourse .....................................409
18.0. Introduction ............................................................................. 409
18.1. Intention, content, interpretation, and knowledge ...................410
18.2. Dynamic Discourse Models..................................................... 412
18.3. Three perspectives on a functional grammar of discourse ... 414
18.4. Global discourse decisions: scope phenomena in discourse . 415

18.4.0. Introduction................................................................. 415
18.4.1. Entering a discourse event........................................... 416
18.4.2. Choosing a discourse genre......................................  416
18.4.3. Choosing a discourse style ......................................  417
18.4.4. Type of discourse world created .................................417
18.4.5. Discourse illocution.....................................................419
18.4.6. Temporal decisions ................................................... -421
18.4.7. The introduction and maintenance of Discourse 

Topics ............................................................ 422
18.5. Global structures in discourse .................................................422

18.5.1. The hierarchical structure of discourse......................422
18.5.1.0. Introduction .................................................422
18.5.1.1. Discourse layering.......................................424
18.5.1.2. Recursion in discourse structure................ 427

18.5.2. Discourse units .......................................................... 428
18.5.2.1. Interpersonal units .......................................429
18.5.2.2. Representational units ..............................  430

18.5.3. Discourse relations ....................................................431



Table of contents xv

18.6. Discourse coherence.................................................................433
18.6.0. Introduction................................................................433
18.6.1. Frames as a source of coherence................................ 433
18.6.2. Iconic sequencing ......................................................435
18.6.3. Topical continuity ......................................................436
18.6.4. Focality ......................................................................438
18.6.5. Tail-Head Linking......................................................438
18.6.6. Connectors..................................................................440

18.7. Conclusion ...............................................................................441

References............................................................................................  443

Index of languages...................................................................................465

Index of names......................................................................................  467

Index of subjects .....................................................................................471


