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The last time the city of Los Angeles received the Olympic 
Handover Flag it remained in the city for little more than a 
fortnight.
This was because the protocol of the flag handover had been 
altered after successive difficulties. Since the introduction of 
the ritual 100 years ago, the flag had been presented to a host 
city to hold for four years after holding the Games but after 
political boycotts, the International Olympic Committee agreed 
that the flag should henceforth be given to the host city for the 
four years in advance of their Games.
In 1980, Montréal Mayor Jean Drapeau had been prevented from 
passing the flag to Moscow after Canada joined the boycott.
Instead it was carried to the Opening Ceremony by Sandra 
Henderson and Stéphane Prefontaine, the youngsters who had 
ignited the Olympic cauldron in 1976.
Organisers were faced with a similar predicament in 1984 after 
the announcement of a boycott by the Soviet Union.
At the Opening Ceremony in Los Angeles, the Handover Flag 
was trooped in by International Olympic Committee (IOC) Vice-
President Louis Guirandou-N'Diaye. He was accompanied by 
Prince Alexandre de Merode of Belgium to reflect the original 
donors of the flag from Antwerp. Divers Aileen Riggin Soule and 
Alice Lord Landon, members of the United States diving team at 
the 1920 Antwerp Olympics also joined the colour party.
At the Closing Ceremony Los Angeles Organising Committee 
officials Paul Ziffren and Harry Usher carried the flag into the 
stadium. Los Angeles Mayor Tom Bradley then passed it to IOC 
President Juan Antonio Samaranch The following year Seoul 
formally presented the IOC with a new ceremonial flag made 
of Korean silk.
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CONTRIBUTIONS WANTED
We want to reflect as much of the Olympic histo-
ry of the World as possible. Please consider writ-
ing something for the journal. Please do not worry 
if English is not your mother tongue, we can offer 
guidance on this.

ENGAGE WITH ISOH ONLINE & IN SOCIAL MEDIA
Visit us on www.isoh.org. The site now includes all 
Journal of Olympic History articles through 2020 
searchable by term as a free service available to 
anyone interested. ISOH members can logon to ac-
cess their subscription area, and also access the 
remainder of the JOH editions since 2021, and other 
services. 
Be sure to engage and share ISOH on social media! 
•	 In Facebook, Instagram and Twitter with the han-

dle @ISOHOlympic 
•	Via Linked at LinkedIn: isoh.org/linkedin.
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