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Andrea Cimino

Husserl on Illusory Things

Prolegomena to any Noematic, Onto-Phenomenological Clarification of
Sensory Illusion

Abstract

This article offers the first phenomenological clarification of the objective conditions for sen-
sory tllusions focusing on the noematic ‘idea’ and a priori ontological structure that regulate the
appearances of illusory things in perception. First, I will show the necessity of eidetic and noe-
matically oriented investigations, arguing that it is an analysis of how the essence “Thinghood’
functions transcendentally thatleads to an a priori clarification of both illusory things and their
corresponding multiplicities of appearances. Accordingly, I will consider the correlate of ma-
terial perception according to both its formal and material ontological structures and focus on
the a priori principle of coordination and the laws of mutability and reversibility that set the
framework for an analysis a parte obiecti. I will then examine the process of typification, the
psycho-physical conditionality of the lived-body, and the constitution of different levels of
normality and abnormality. Within this expanded analysis, I will provide a clarification of
false’ sensory appearances showing how both deceptive and resilient illusory cases can be sci-
entifically accounted for on a phenomenological basis and in accordance with natural-empiri-
cal laws.

Keywords: Phenomenology, Edmund Husserl, Illusion, Essence, Noema

Introduction

The problem of sensory illusion has recently gained prominence in Husserl
scholarship.! So far, investigations concerned with this problem have focused on

! Among recent contributions, see Seren Overgaard: “Perceptual Error, Conjunctivism
and Husserl.” In: Husserl Studies 34,2018, 25—-45; Andrea Staiti: “On Husser]’s Alleged Car-
tesianism: A Reply to Claude Romano.” In: Husserl Studies 31, 2015, 123-41; Matt Bower:
“Husserl on hallucination: A conjunctive reading.” In: Journal of the History of Philosophy
58(3), 2020, 549-579; and Maxime Doyon: “The Normative Turn of Perceptual Intentionality
and its Metaphysical Consequences (or why Husserl was neither a disjunctivist nor a conjunc-
tivist).” In: Hanne Jacobs (ed.), The Husserlian Mind. London/New York 2022, 172-183.
Allow me also to refer to two of my studies: Andrea Cimino: “The Sense of Deception: Illu-
sion and Hallucination as Nullified, Invalid Perception” In: Husser! Studies 35, 2019, 27—49;
and “Husser!’s Philosophical Estrangement from the Conjunctivism-Disjunctivism Debate.”
In: Phenomenology and the Cognitive Sciences, 20,2021, 743-779.
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Till Grohmann

Lotze, Bolzano, Husserl: Uber Begriffe, Abstraktion und Wesen

Abstract

Asis well known, Husserl develops his early phenomenological concept of “species” by elabo-
rating a novel form of abstraction, which he calls “ideating” abstraction. This paper traces syste-
matic parallels between the works of Lotze, Bolzano and Husserl in order to gain a better
understanding of Husserl’s theory of abstraction and his early conception of species. Two
lines of interpretation are central to this paper. The first concerns a critique of the Kantian
understanding of “concept” (and thus also of the Kantian understanding of analyticity). The
second line of interpretation relates to abstraction itself. In contrast to the British empiricists,
all three thinkers understand abstraction as a positive, logical and non-psychological process of
bringing about an abstract attribute. Furthermore, we will recognize the importance of Bolz-
ano’s syntactic structure of representations (Vorstellungen) for Husser]’s understanding of ab-
straction in the 2™ Logical Investigation. We will see that Husserl’s “ideating abstraction” dep-
ends on syncategorematic forms and cannot be understood detached from a correctly
formulated proposition.

Keywords: Husserl, Bolzano, Lotze, Abstraction, Species, Essence

Bolzano und Lotze werden wiederholt von Husserl genannt, wenn er seine In-
spirationsquellen auf dem Weg zur Phianomenologie offen zu legen sucht.
Manchmal werden auch beide Denker gemeinsam genannt, wie z. B. in den Prole-
gomena, wo Husserl angibt, ,entscheidende Anstofle von Bolzano —und aufler-
dem von Lotze empfangen zu haben®.! Differenzierter driickt Husserl sich an
einer anderen Stelle der Prolegomena aus, an der er Bolzano als einen ,,der grofi-
ten Logiker aller Zeiten“? bezeichnet und anfligt: ,,auf Bolzanos Werk muss sich
die Logik als Wissenschaft aufbauen, aus ihm muss sie lernen, was ihr nottut:
mathematische Schirfe der Unterscheidungen, mathematische Exaktheit in den
Theorien.“? In der Paldgyi-Rezension gibt Husserl dagegen zu, dass er die ,,gro-
e Logik Bolzanos nicht unmittelbar und ohne Vorarbeit hat schitzen lernen
konnen und dass er allein durch Lotzes , Interpretation der Platonischen Ideen-

! Edmund Husserl: Logische Untersuchungen. Erster Teil. Prolegomena zur reinen Logik.
Husserliana XVIII, E. Holenstein (Hg.). Den Haag, 1975, 229.

2 Ebd., 228.

3 Edmund Husserl: Aufsitze und Rezensionen (1890-1910). Husserliana XXII, B. Rang
(Hg.). Den Haag 1979, 156.
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Stefan W. Schmidt

Der gestaltete Ort

Entwurf einer phinomenologischen Topologie des Designs

Abstract

The article sets out from an understanding of design as an aesthetic form of practical world
access. This is specified to the effect that design gives the world an expression in the first place:
design is a way through which the world comes to view. This assumption is to be explained in
more detail by means of a phenomenologically shaped concept of topology. At the center of a
phenomenological topology lies the concept of place. According to Edward Casey, the nature
of place should be determined on the basis of the connection between things and the lived-
body, whose topological meaning will first be explained in more detail. In the second step, it is
then shown that design is topological design. Design as aesthetic work makes the world appear
by referring to the two constitutive moments of place, the gathering of things and the entang-
led corporeality, and thus brings the world to view in a topological fashion.

Keywords: Design Theory, Topology, Place, Martin Heidegger, Maurice Merlean-Ponty, Ed-
ward Casey

Einleitung

Design ist allgegenwirtig. Dies scheint zunidchst zu bedeuten, dass wir umgeben
sind von Produkten, Bildern und Services, die von Designerinnen und Designern
gestaltet wurden. Die Allgegenwart des Designs kann aber auch fundamentaler ver-
standen werden. In der deutschsprachigen Literatur zur Designphilosophie, die im
Moment im Entstehen begriffen ist, fallt vor allem ein Motiv auf: nimlich der Cha-
rakter des Gestaltens von Welt durch Design. Man konnte auch sagen: Design geht
aufs Ganze.!

In seinem Buch Design. Eine philosophische Analyse etwa entwickelt Daniel Fei-
ge den Ansatz eines ,isthetische[n] Funktionalismus des Designs“.2 Dieser ist
gepragt von dem Grundgedanken, dass Design als eine d@sthetische Form der prakti-
schen Welterschlieffung verstanden werden muss. Dies beinhaltet auch ein anthropo-
logisches Element. ,,Als Welterschliefung gibt Design der Welt ein spezifisch

1 Vgl. Stefan W. Schmidt: ,Design und der Geist der Gegenwart. Designphilosophie
statu nascendi”. In: Philosophische Rundschan 67(3), 2020, 229-253.
2 Daniel Martin Feige: Design. Eine philosophische Analyse. Berlin 2018, 138.
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Nicola Spano

Habits of Phantasy and the Possibility of A Priori Knowledge!

Abstract

In this article, I analyze the working principle and associated concepts of the method of eidetic
variation as illustrated by Husserl in Experience and Judgment. In so doing, I scrutinize the
very specific sense in which, for Husserl, variation must be free in order to have intuition of a
universal as pure, that is, as having a priori validity. I then discuss Husserl’s problematic claim
that, even if totally free, the eidetic variation is actually not sufficient to achieve purity. The
reason for its insufficiency, I argue, must be sought in the habits of phantasy. To this aim, I first
undertake a phenomenological analysis of the essence of these habits as passive tendencies of
the phantasizing ego. Then, I show that they hinder the intuition of the universal as pure by
contaminating the purity of the free possibilities to be varied. Finally, I discuss whether habits
of phantasy can be put out of play and whether, depending on the realizability of such a task,
the whole method of eidetic variation, and, in relation to it, the possibility of  priori knowl-
edge advocated by Husserl is to be put into question.

Keywords: Phenomenology; Husserl; Eidetic Variation; Habits; Phantasy; Tendency; In-
tentionality.

For Husserl, the eidetic variation is the method designed to gain intuition of the
essential features of phenomena. By means of this procedure phenomenologists
have, for instance, intuition of the universal of sensible perception, namely they
discover the essential features that pertain to any act of sensible perception. With
regard to intentional objects, through the eidetic variation phenomenologists
discover the essential features that pertain to any real thing whatsoever. In order
to achieve this, phenomenologists vary in phantasy the possible features that
these phenomena could have and, by doing so, they gain intuition of the set of
features without which the phenomena in question could not be exemplars of
their respective kind, z. e., sensible act of perception and real thing. However, in
Experience and Judgment,? Husser] remarks that the possibilities varied through

U This research is funded by the Deutsche Forschungsgemeinschaft (DFG, German Res-
earch Foundation)—Project-ID 446126658.

2 Edmund Husserl: Experience and Judgment. Edited by Ludwig Landgrebe and trans-
lated from the German by James Churchill and Karl Ameriks. Evanston, IL 1973. It is my
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Hannes Wendler

Methodological Reductionism in Realistic Phenomenology.

The Completion of the Reduction in Philosophical Anthropology: Reconciling
Scientific, Phenomenological/Apollonian, Dionysian and Cathartic Reduction

Abstract

What is the status of the reduction in realistic phenomenology ? Approaching this question
presupposes understanding what realistic phenomenology is. Five ways of defining realistic
phenomenology are delineated: 1) lineage definitions, 2) locality definitions, 3) thematic defini-
tions, 4) definitions from the essence of philosophy, and 5) methodological definitions. The
question of reduction’s status concerns mostly a combination of 4) and 5) but also draws on
historical considerations. An overview of the realists’ critiques of the phenomenological reduc-
tion reveals that this method was not unilaterally rejected and, thus, demonstrates that there is
not only methodological epochism but indeed also methodological reductionism within realis-
tic phenomenology. The common denominator of these critiques is that the reductive method
in transcendental phenomenology depends on a phenomenological theory of reality. An in-
depth discussion of Scheler’s philosophical anthropology shows that it hinges on a principled
revision and systematic completion of the reduction. Reduction is no longer viewed as a scienti-
fic method but as a technique of inner acting. From the vantage point of his voluntative rea-
lism, Scheler’s technological reductionism is spelled out in terms of a stratified scheme relating
reality experiences as resistance to the levels of the vital-psychic sphere: 1) primary resistance,
2) ecologically bound resistance, 3) internalized resistance, 4) ego-dystonic resistance and 5)
(dis-)inhibition and objectification of drive impulses. Drawing on Celms’s distinction between
1) reducendum, 2) reductive base, 3) reduction as an epistemic act, and 4) result of the reduc-
tion, a new and systematic interpretation of Schelerian reductions is developed for the scienti-
fic, phenomenological/Apollonian, Dionysian, and cathartic reductions. Each reductive tech-
nique cultivates man’s facultative dispositions (intellect, will, feeling). Only their concerted
cooperation unlocks man’s full cognitive and ethical potential.

Keywords: Dionysian Reduction; Apollonian Reduction; Phenomenological Reduction; Scienti-
fic Reduction; Realist Phenomenology; Philosophical Anthropology
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BUCHBESPRECHUNGEN

Les « cahiers noirs » dans la Gesamtausgabe de Martin Heidegger

En 2022, avec la parution du volume 102 de I’ceuvre complete de Martin
Heidegger, en cours d’édition chez Vittorio Klostermann, s’est achevée la
publication des 34 carnets manuscrits formant I’ensemble désigné par le titre
générique et discuté de « cahiers noirs ».

Dés leur parution, ces cahiers n’ont pas manqué de susciter un intense débat,
en Allemagne et en France notamment, en raison des passages antijudaiques,
voire pour certains d’entre eux antisémites, que le lecteur pouvait y découvrir.
Peter Trawny, I’éditeur de ces manuscrits, devait d’ailleurs en accompagner la
parution d’un ouvrage intitulé Heidegger und der Mythos der jiidischen
Weltverschworung,' immédiatement traduit en frangais sous le titre Heidegger et
Pantisémitisme. Sur les « Cabiers noirs ».> A cette publication doivent étre
reconnus deux mérites au moins, celui d’avoir immédiatement repéré et mis sous
les yeux des lecteurs les passages litigieux que renferment ces pages et celui
d’avoir explicitement assumé une fagon nouvelle, surtout au regard de la
réception allemande et frangaise de ’ceuvre de Heidegger, de se rapporter aux
déclarations heideggériennes les plus problématiques. Ni apologétique ni a
charge, cette « troisieme voie »* propose une maniere de lire essentiellement
critique et philosophique.

Suivant cet appel au discernement, les quelques pages qui suivent s’efforcent
en outre de ne pas réduire les « cahiers noirs » a la seule « affaire Heidegger » et il
s’agira avant tout d’interroger I'intérét strictement philosophique de ces remar-
ques. Nous procéderons a cette fin en deux temps, en nous concentrant d’abord
sur la position que ces cahiers occupent au sein de I’ceuvre complete de
Heidegger, avant de nous attarder sur leur contenu et quelques exemples précis.
C’est en ce deuxieme moment que nous aborderons également de fagon plus
précise les passages des carnets concernant le nazisme, le judaisme et les Juifs.

Le premier volume de cette série de cahiers, le tome 94 de la Gesamtausgabe,
fut publié en 2014. En huit ans, les lecteurs de Heidegger ont donc découvert

U Peter Trawny : Heidegger und der Mythos der jiidischen Weltverschworung. Francfort
sur le Main 2014.

2 Peter Trawny : Heidegger et Pantisémitisme. Sur les « Cabiers noirs », trad. fr. ]. Christ et
J.-C. Monod. Paris 2014.

> Tbid, p. 18.
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