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WHY SHARPEN?

The purpose of instrument sharpening
Advantages of a well sharpened instrument
Disadvantages of a dull instrument

Goals of instrument sharpening

Rationale for manual sharpening

WHEN SHARPEN?

Maintaining sterility while sharpening during treatment

SHARPENING MATERIALS
Armamentarium

Sharpening stones
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33 Degree of abrasiveness
Lubricants

Tool for evaluating sharpness

ANATOMY OF NONSURGICAL
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General features of periodontal instruments

41 Handle
44 Shank
47 Working end

Standard instruments and rigid instruments
Classification of nonsurgical periodontal instruments
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62 Files
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The minimal nonsurgical periodontal instrument kit
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SHARPENING ERRORS

Do not sharpen every instrument using the same angle between stone and handle
Do not forget sharpening the tip of the curet, whether universal or area-specific
Do not sharpen the instrument frontal surface

CORRECT SHARPENING TECHNIQUES
Sharpening methods

94 Stationary stone/moving instrument technique
98 Stationary instrument/moving stone technique
Sharpening the universal curet

Sharpening the area-specific curet

Sharpening the scaler
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