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Warm truth and timeless energy inhabit Micaiah’s im-
ages. Through his lens we feel the worthiness of Black-
ness. Through his lens we feel his smile. Through his 
lens we are invited to be and to belong. 
	 I’ve worked with Micaiah Carter many times now, 
but our friendship started when I chose him to shoot 
our first ever campaign for my company Pattern Beauty. 
When I was introduced to his work, it was a no brainer; 
and when I was introduced to him, the deal was sealed. 
He helped to create the brand’s visual vocabulary—call-
ing in ancestry and home, legacy, and joy, and using our 
Pattern Yellow as a language in and of itself. 
	 Micaiah is gentle and quiet in spirit, but his point of 
view is filled with power, filled with what I experience 
as love. He honors all the layers, inviting the back-
ground, foreground, color, and detail to play their part 
in a final composition of collaboration and proportion. 
But the subject is always clear in the frame—never ob-
jectified and always honored. Even if the subject is a 
hairline or eyebrows, you know what is sacred. He in-
vites your eye to the center and quickly and sweetly 
invites his subjects to meet his gaze. 
	 Micaiah shoots each photograph with the same 
care one might use to capture a loved one—like an aunt 
or a niece, or a childhood friend, allowing a familiar 
connection to make each subject feel like family. He 
creates a space that is less of a set and more of an ex-
change; kind of like hanging with a friend in their back-
yard on a sunny day in that peace that comes after all 
the food has been eaten, the catching up is finished, 
and you are just there together without an agenda. 
This is what he captures—the safety of connection, the 
beauty of being. 

	 TRACEE ELLIS ROSS 
	 Actor, Producer & CEO 
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I want to give power to those unseen. I want to give rec-
ognition to those overlooked. I want to awaken fantasy 
and etherealness rooted in Black spirituality.
	 When making this book, I noticed how much my 
work has been inspired by my family’s photography  
archive, which captures my bloodline for the last ten 
decades. These photographs gave me not only a sense 
of belonging but pride. My body of work is an exten-
sion of this family album, furthering the conversation 
of Black identity in America.
	 I have always been an observer and have used  
image-making as a way to both express myself and 
recreate what inspires me. My work focuses on Black-
ness in America: what it means to be American, to be 
America, and to dream. Each photo represents a mo-
ment within this New American Dream.
	 These photos are a reminder that we are all con-
nected by our shared humanity. We are all part of the 
same story. 
	 Thanks for taking the time to view my work. I hope 
it brings you joy.

	 MICAIAH CARTER 
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8 Alton in Brooklyn, 2016
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11Chicago, 2021Untitled II, 2016



12 Untitled (Family Photo), 1976 Father and Son, 2021
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15Untitled (Family Photo), 1982Baby Boy, 2020 
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17Ringlets, 2022
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19Front Porch (Family Photo), 1962Foyer, 2022


