Michal Janowski

Inheritance of Features
in Metaphoric Mappings
in English




Table of Contents

Acknowledgements . ... ... 5
List of Tables . . . .o ot 9
List of Figures .. ... .ooi i e e 10
Streszczenie (Polish summary) . ......... o 11
List of abbreviations . .. ...t 15
Note on text formatting . . .. ......o. ittt 16
Introduction . ... ... ... .. . . 17
Thesis Statement . . . . ... .ottt e 20
Chapter One: Theoretical framework ................................. 23
1.1 Aristotle and Quintilian’s account of metaphor...................... 23
1.2 Lakoff and Johnson’s model of metaphor as a conceptual mapping . . . ... 26
1.2.1 Imageschemata ........... ... ... ... ..., 33
1.2.2 Functions of Image schemas .............................. 36
1.3 Classifications of metaphors based on their relation to similarity ....... 37
1.4 Blending Theory as a specification of Conceptual Metaphor Theory . . . .. 40
1.4.1 The structure of Blending Theory and its critique .............. 41
1.4.2 Emergent StruCture . ...........ouueineennennennennennnen. 43
1.5 The capacity of metaphors to produce new, refined understanding

of target domains . ........ ..ot e 44
1.5.1 Example 1 — Generative Metaphor . ......................... 44
1.5.2 Example 2 — Toolmaker’s Paradigm . ........................ 45
1.53 Example3—John 14:6 .......... ... .. ... ... ... ... ... ... 46
1.5.4 Example4 —Bryson’stree .............. ..o, 47
1.6 Constraints on metaphoric transfer ............................... 49
1.6.1 Embodiment Theory as a coarse constraint ................... 50
1.6.2 Invariance Hypothesis as a more refined constraint . ............ 54
1.6.3. Inheritance Hypothesis ............. . ... ... .. ... .. ..... 57
1.7 Problems in defining concepts ............c..ouiiiniiininann... 58
1.7.1 Defining in lexicography........... ... ... ... ... . ... 59

1.7.2 Metaphoric language and literal language — the role of metaphors
in defining concepts ......... ... ... 60
1.8 Szwedek’s Objectification Theory ......... ... ... ... ... ... ...... 62
1.8.1 Categorization and learning as the bases of Objectification . . . . ... 64
1.9 Concluding Remarks .......... . ... ... i, 68
Chapter Two: Nouns, nominalization, and abstraction ................. 71
2.1 EBtymology . ..o 72
2.2 Approaches to nouns and nominalization ................. ... ...... 73

2.2.1 Jespersen’s SUDStANtIVES ... ......oviiinei 73



8 Table of Contents
2.2.2 John Lyons — A semantically grounded approach ............... 74
2.2.3 Morphological classifications of nouns ...................... 76
2.2.4 Syntactic classifications .............. ... ... .. .. 78
2.3 A definition of nouns in Cognitive Linguistics ...................... 79
2.3.1 Langacker’s approach to nominalization ..................... 80
2.3.2 The role of Bounding in Langacker’s conception . . ............. 82
2.3.3 Constructing abstract nouns: Conceptual reification ............ 83
2.4 Highly abstract nouns — a remaining problemarea ................... 84
2.5 The case system of Slavic languages ............................. 85
2.6 Inheritance of features by target domains .............. ... ... ...... 90
2.7 Concluding remarks . .............uiuiiinii i 92
Chapter Three: Analysis of linguistic material ......................... 95
3.1 Division into concrete and abstract conceptual domains;
IS MOTIVALION . . o . vttt e et e e 97
3.2 Metaphoric transfer into concrete domains .. ....................... 101
3.2.1 Image-based target domains as a specialcase .. ................ 102
3.2.2 Other concrete target domains . ......................i.... 104
3.3 Metaphoric transfer into lower-order abstract domains ............... 105
3.3.1 Examplesanddiscussion.............. ..., 109
3.4 Higher-order abstract domains and their special status . ............... 112
3.4.1 Examplesand discussion................c.. i 114
3.5 The case of luck and the role of valuation .. ........................ 119
3.5.1 Theroleofvaluation .......... ... .. .. ..., 123
3.6 The case of advertising and the function of metaphoric mappings . ... ... 126
3.6.1 Theroleof function........ ... ... ... ... ... .. 129
3.7 Concludingremarks ...............oiiiiiiiiiiii 131
Conclusions ....... ... ... . . .. 133
References . .......... ... ... 137
Primary sources and sources of linguistic examples ...................... 137

SeCONAAry SOUICES . .. vttt e e ettt e et e et it e e 137



