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"The most beautiful crime (das schonste Verbrechen; crime —
Straftat, Verbrechen) I ever committed (das ich je begangen habe; to
commit — sich binden, sich verpflichten; begehen)," Flam-
beau would say in his highly moral old age (wiirde Flambeau in
seinem hochst moralischen hohen Alter sagen; would — wiirde, wollte)
"was also, by a singular coincidence, my last (war auch, durch einen
ungewohnlichen Zufall, mein letztes; singular ; coincidence

). It was committed at Christmas (es wurde
zu Weihnachten begangen). As an artist I had always attempted to
provide crimes (als Kiinstler hatte ich immer versucht Verbrechen zu
liefern; attempt ; to provide — abgeben; beschaf-
fen; liefern) suitable to the special season or landscapes (die zu der
besonderen Jahreszeit oder Landschaft passten; suitable ;
special — besonders, speziell; season ; landscape

), in which I found myself (in der ich mich fand; to
find — ausfindig machen, finden), choosing this or that terrace or
garden for a catastrophe (diese oder jene Terrasse oder Garten fiir
eine Katastrophe wihlend; to choose — aussuchen, auswdbhlen;
choice — Wahl; terrace ; catastrophe ), as if for a
statuary group (wie fiir eine Gruppe Statuen; statuary —

Statue; Bildhauerkunst).
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"The most beautiful crime I ever committed," Flambeau would
say in his highly moral old age, "was also, by a singular coinci-
dence, my last. It was committed at Christmas. As an artist I had
always attempted to provide crimes suitable to the special season
or landscapes in which I found myself, choosing this or that

terrace or garden for a catastrophe, as if for a statuary group.

Thus squires should be swindled in long rooms panelled with
oak (deshalb sollten Gutsbesitzer in langen mit Eiche getéfelten Rdumen
betrogen werden; squire ; to swindle — schwindeln, betriigen;
panelled ; oak ); while Jews, on the other hand
(wahrend Juden andererseits; on the one hand — einerseits; on the
other hand — andererseits), should rather find themselves unex-
pectedly penniless (sollten sich eher unerwartet mittellos finden;
unexpectedly ; penny — Pfennig) among the lights
and screens of the Cafe Riche (unter den Lichtern und Schirmen des
Café Riche). Thus, in England, if I wished to relieve a dean of his
riches (daher, wenn ich in England einen Dekan um seine Reichtiimer
erleichtern wollte; to relieve — entlasten, erleichtern; dean —
Vorstand, Dekan) (which is not so easy as you might suppose (was
nicht so einfach ist, wie man annehmen konnte; to suppose —
mutmafSen, vermuten, annehmen)), I wished to frame him (wollte

ich ihm etwas anhéngen), if I make myself clear (falls ich mich klar



ausdriicke), in the green lawns and grey towers of some cathedral
town (zwischen den griinen Rasenflachen und grauen Tiirmen irgen-

deiner Kathedralsstadt; tower ; cathedral ).

2

Thus squires should be swindled in long rooms panelled with
oak; while Jews, on the other hand, should rather find them-
selves unexpectedly penniless among the lights and screens of
the Cafe Riche. Thus, in England, if I wished to relieve a dean of
his riches (which is not so easy as you might suppose), I wished
to frame him, if I make myself clear, in the green lawns and grey

towers of some cathedral town.

Similarly, in France (dhnlich in Frankreich; similarly ),
when I had got money out of a rich and wicked peasant (wenn ich
Geld aus einem reichen und niedertriachtigen Proleten bekommen hatte;
peasant — Bauer, Landmann; Prolet) (which is almost
impossible (was beinahe unméglich ist; almost ; impossible

)), it gratified me to get his indignant head relieved
against a grey line of clipped poplars (befriedigte es mich, seinen

emporten Kopf gegen eine graue Linie beschnittener Pappeln erleichtert

zu sehen; gratify ; indignant ; relieve ;
poplar ), and those solemn plains of Gaul (und diese ehrwiir-
digen Ebenen Gallien; solemn — feierlich; ernst; ehrwiirdig)



over which broods the mighty spirit of Millet (iiber denen der méch-

tige Geist von Millet briitet!; to brood — glucken; sinnen, briiten).

3

Similarly, in France, when I had got money out of a rich and
wicked peasant (which is almost impossible), it gratified me to
get his indignant head relieved against a grey line of clipped
poplars, and those solemn plains of Gaul over which broods the

mighty spirit of Millet.

"Well, my last crime was a Christmas crime (nun, mein letztes
Verbrechen war ein Weihnachtsverbrechen), a cheery, cosy, English
middle-class crime (ein frohliches, gemiitliches, englisches Mittel-
stands-Verbrechen; cosy ; middle-class — biirgerlich; Mittel-
stand, Mittelklasse); a crime of Charles Dickens (ein Verbrechen von
Charles Dickens). I did it in a good old middle-class house near
Putney (ich tat es in einem guten alten Mittelklasse-Haus nahe Putney),
a house with a crescent of carriage drive (einem Haus mit einer
halbmondférmigen Kutschenauffahrt; crescent — halb-
mondformig; sichelformig), a house with a stable by the side of it
(einem Haus mit einem Stall an der Seite), a house with the name

on the two outer gates (einem Haus mit dem Namen auf den zwei

1 Jean-Francois Millet (* 4. Oktober 1814 im Weiler Gruchy in Gréville-
Hague, Normandie; { 20. Januar 1875 in Barbizon) war ein franzdsischer Maler

des Realismus.



dulBeren Toren), a house with a monkey tree (einem Haus mit einer
Andentanne; monkey — Affe). Enough, you know the species (genug,
Sie kennen die Art; species — Gattung, Art, Spezies). I really
think my imitation of Dickens’s style was dexterous and literary
(ich denke wirklich, dass meine Nachahmung von Dicken’s Stil geschickt
und literarisch war; dexterous ; literary ). It
seems almost a pity I repented the same evening (es scheint fast
schade, dass ich am selben Abend bereute; to seem — anmuten, erschei-
nen; pity — Mitleid, Erbarmen; Schade; to repent — bereuen,

Bufse tun)."
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"Well, my last crime was a Christmas crime, a cheery, cosy,
English middle-class crime; a crime of Charles Dickens. I did it
in a good old middle-class house near Putney, a house with a
crescent of carriage drive, a house with a stable by the side of
it, a house with the name on the two outer gates, a house with
a monkey tree. Enough, you know the species. I really think my
imitation of Dickens’s style was dexterous and literary. It seems

almost a pity I repented the same evening."

Flambeau would then proceed to tell the story from the inside
(Flambeau wiirde dann damit fortfahren, die Geschichte von innen zu

erzidhlen; proceed ); and even from the inside it was odd
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(und selbst von innen war sie seltsam; odd — sonderbar, seltsam).
Seen from the outside it was perfectly incomprehensible (von
aullen gesehen war sie vollkommen unverstindlich; comprehensible

— verstandlich), and it is from the outside (und
es ist von auf3en) that the stranger must study it (dass der Fremde
sie untersuchen muss; stranger — Fremder, Unbekannter; to study —
studieren; untersuchen). From this standpoint the drama may be said
to have begun (von diesem Standpunkt konnte man sagen, dass das
Drama begann; standpoint — Standort, Standpunkt; to
begin; drama ) when the front doors of the house with the
stable opened on the garden with the monkey tree (als die Vorder-
tliren des Hauses mit dem Stall sich in den Garten mit der Andentanne
offneten), and a young girl came out with bread to feed the birds
on the afternoon of Boxing Day? (und ein Madchen am Nachmittag

des Stephanitags mit Brot herauskam um die Végel zu fiittern).

Flambeau would then proceed to tell the story from the inside;
and even from the inside it was odd. Seen from the outside it was

perfectly incomprehensible, and it is from the outside that the

2 Boxing Day — Als Boxing Day, wortlich iibersetzt "Geschenkschachtel-
Tag", wird im Brauchtum des Commonwealth of Nations traditionell der Tag
nach Weihnachten bezeichnet, an dem Bedienstete von ihren Arbeitgebern
Geschenke erhielten, die so genannte Christmas box; der Boxing Day ist jedoch
nicht zu verwechseln mit der am Morgen des 25. Dezembers im familidren
Rahmen stattfindenden Bescherung. Der Boxing Day wird als Feiertag am 26.
Dezember begangen oder — wenn dieser auf ein Wochenende fillt — am ersten

oder zweiten darauf folgenden Werktag.
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stranger must study it. From this standpoint the drama may be said
to have begun when the front doors of the house with the stable
opened on the garden with the monkey tree, and a young girl came

out with bread to feed the birds on the afternoon of Boxing Day.

She had a pretty face (sie hatte ein hiibsches Gesicht), with brave
brown eyes (mit mutigen braunen Augen); but her figure was beyond
conjecture (aber ihre Figur entzog sich jeder Vermutung; figure ;
beyond — jenseits, aufserhalb; conjecture —
Vermutung, Spekulation), for she was so wrapped up in brown furs
(denn sie war so in braune Pelze eingehiillt; to wrap up — einhiillen,
einpacken; fur — Pelz, Fell) that it was hard to say (dass es schwer
war zu sagen) which was hair and which was fur (was Haar und was
Fell war). But for the attractive face she might have been a small
toddling bear (abgesehen von dem attraktiven Gesicht hitte sie ein
kleiner tapsender Béar sein konnen; but for — aufser, ohne, abgesehen

von; attractive ; to toddle — schlendern; schwanken, tapsen).

S

She had a pretty face, with brave brown eyes; but her figure
was beyond conjecture, for she was so wrapped up in brown furs
that it was hard to say which was hair and which was fur. But

for the attractive face she might have been a small toddling bear.
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The winter afternoon was reddening towards evening (der
Winternachmittag rotete sich gegen Abend; to redden — réten, rot
werden; towards ), and already a ruby light was rolled over
the bloomless beds (und schon wilzte sich ein rubinrotes Licht iiber
die bliitenlosen Beete; ruby ; to roll over — herumrollen, sich
umdrehen; iiberwdlzen; bloom — Bliite; bed — Bett; Beet) filling them,
as it were, with the ghosts of the dead roses (sie gewissermaf3en mit
den Geistern der toten Rosen fiillend). On one side of the house stood
the stable (auf einer Seite des Hauses stand der Stall), on the other
an alley or cloister of laurels led to the larger garden behind (auf
der anderen fiihrte eine Allee oder Bogengang aus Lorbeerbdumen in
den grof3eren Garten dahinter; cloister — Kloster; Kreuzgang;
Bogengang; to lead — fiihren). The young lady, having scattered
bread for the birds (die junge Dame, nachdem sie Brot fiir die Vogel
verstreut hatte; to scatter — verteilen, verstreuen) (for the fourth or
fifth time that day (zum vierten oder fiinften Mal an diesem Tag),
because the dog ate it (weil der Hund es gefressen hatte; to eat)),
passed unobtrusively down the lane of laurels and into a glimmer-
ing plantation of evergreens behind (durchquerte unbemerkt den
Lorbeerweg in eine schimmernde Pflanzung aus Immergriin dahinter;
to pass — durchgehen, durchqueren; unobtrusively —
unaufdringlich; unauffdllig, unbemerkt; to glimmer — schimmern,

glitzern; evergreen — immergriin; ever — immer).
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6

The winter afternoon was reddening towards evening, and
already a ruby light was rolled over the bloomless beds, filling
them, as it were, with the ghosts of the dead roses. On one side
of the house stood the stable, on the other an alley or cloister of
laurels led to the larger garden behind.The young lady, having
scattered bread for the birds (for the fourth or fifth time that day,
because the dog ate it), passed unobtrusively down the lane of

laurels and into a glimmering plantation of evergreens behind.

Here she gave an exclamation of wonder, real or ritual (here
gab sie einen Ausruf des Staunens, echt oder rituell, von sich; excla-
mation ), and looking up at the high garden wall
above her (und, die hohe Gartenmauer tiber ihr hinaufblickend; to look
up — aufsehen, aufblicken), beheld it fantastically bestridden by a
somewhat fantastic figure (und sah sie abenteuerlich rittlings besetzt

von einer einigermaf3en phantastischen Gestalt; to behold —

anschauen, sehen; fantastically — phantastisch, aben-
teuerlich; to bestride — tiberspannen; beherrschen; rittlings
auf etw sitzen; somewhat ).

"Oh, don’t jump, Mr. Crook (oh, springen Sie nicht, Herr Crook),"

she called out in some alarm (rief sie mit einiger Besorgnis aus; to

14



call out — aufbieten; ausrufen; alarm — Wecker; Furcht,

Besorgnis); "it’s much too high (es ist viel zu hoch)."

7

Here she gave an exclamation of wonder, real or ritual, and
looking up at the high garden wall above her, beheld it fantasti-
cally bestridden by a somewhat fantastic figure.

"Oh, don’t jump, Mr. Crook," she called out in some alarm;

"it’s much too high."

The individual riding the party wall like an aerial horse (das
Individuum, das die Brandmauer wie ein luftiges Pferd ritt; individual
; to ride — fahren; reiten; party wall — Brandmauer,
Zwischenmauer; wall — Wand, Mauer; aerial — luftig; air —
Luft) was a tall, angular young man (war ein grofer, kantiger junger
Mann; angular — eckig, kantig; angle — Winkel), with dark
hair sticking up like a hair brush (mit dunklem Haar, das wie eine
Haarbiirste emporstand; to stick), intelligent and even distinguished
lineaments (intelligenten und sogar distinguierten Ziigen; intelligent
; distinguished — ausgezeichnet, hervor-

ragend; distinguiert; lineament ), but a sallow and almost
alien complexion (aber einer bleichen und fast fremden Gesichtsfarbe;
sallow — bleich, fahl; alien ; complexion ).

This showed the more plainly (dies zeigte sich um so deutlicher; to

15



show — aufweisen; zeigen; plainly — deutlich; einfach) because he
wore an aggressive red tie (weil er eine knallig rote Krawatte trug; to
wear; aggressive ), the only part of his costume (der einzige
Teil seines Kostiims; costume ) of which he seemed to take
any care (auf den er zu achten schien; to take care of — auf etwas
aufpassen, auf etwas achten). Perhaps it was a symbol (vielleicht war
es ein Symbol; perhaps ; symbol ). He took no
notice of the girl’s alarmed adjuration (er beachtete die besorgte
Bitte des Madchens nicht; to take notice — Notiz nehmen,
beachten; adjuration — Beschwdrung; Bitte), but leapt
like a grasshopper to the ground beside her (sondern sprang wie ein
Grashiipfer auf den Boden neben ihr; to leap — hiipfen, springen; gras-
shopper — Grashiipfer; grass — Gras; to hop — hiipfen;
to break), where he might very well have broken his legs (wo er sich

sehr wohl die Beine hitte brechen konnen).

8

The individual riding the party wall like an aerial horse was
a tall, angular young man, with dark hair sticking up like a
hair brush, intelligent and even distinguished lineaments, but
a sallow and almost alien complexion. This showed the more
plainly because he wore an aggressive red tie, the only part of
his costume of which he seemed to take any care. Perhaps it was

a symbol. He took no notice of the girl’s alarmed adjuration,
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but leapt like a grasshopper to the ground beside her, where he

might very well have broken his legs.

"I think I was meant to be a burglar (ich glaube, ich war dazu
bestimmt, ein Einbrecher zu sein; to mean — beabsichtigen; bedeuten;
bestimmen; burglar )," he said placidly (sagte er bedichtig;
placidly — ruhig, beddchtig), "and I have no doubt (und
ich habe keinen Zweifel) I should have been (dass ich einer gewesen
ware; doubt — Bedenken, Zweifel) if I hadn’t happened to be
born in that nice house next door (wenn ich nicht zuféllig in diesem
netten Haus nebenan geboren worden wére; to happen — geschehen;
zufillig passieren; to bear — aushalten; gebdren; next door — nebenan,
im Nebenhaus; next — ndchste). I can’t see any harm in it, anyhow
(ich kann jedenfalls keinen Schaden darin erkennen; harm — Schaden,
Nachteil, Ungliick; anyhow — dennoch, trotzdem, jedenfalls)."

"How can you say such things (wie konnen Sie solche Dinge sagen;
such — solch, derartig)!" she remonstrated (machte sie ihm Vorhal-
tungen; to remonstrate — protestieren, Vorhaltungen
machen).

"Well (nun)," said the young man (sagte der junge Mann), "if
you’re born on the wrong side of the wall (wenn du = man auf der
falschen Seite der Mauer geboren wird), I can’t see (kann ich nicht
sehen) that it’s wrong to climb over it (dass es falsch ist dariiber zu

klettern; to climb over — hiniiberklettern, iiberklettern)."
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9

"I think I was meant to be a burglar," he said placidly, "and I
have no doubt I should have been if I hadn’t happened to be born

in that nice house next door. I can’t see any harm in it, anyhow."

"How can you say such things!" she remonstrated.

"Well," said the young man, "if you’re born on the wrong side

of the wall, I can’t see that it’s wrong to climb over it."

"I never know (ich weif3 nie) what you will say or do next (was
Sie als nachstes sagen oder tun werden)," she said.

"I don’t often know myself (ich weil} es oft selbst nicht)," replied
Mr. Crook (antwortete Herr Crook; to reply — erwidern, antworten);
"but then I am on the right side of the wall now (andererseits bin
ich jetzt auf der richtigen Seite der Mauer; but then — andererseits)."

"And which is the right side of the wall (und welche ist die rich-
tige Seite der Mauer)?" asked the young lady, smiling (fragte die
junge Dame lachelnd; to smile — ldcheln).

"Whichever side you are on (auf welcher Seite auch immer Sie
sind; whichever — welche, was; welche auch immer)," said

the young man named Crook (sagte der junge Mann namens Crook).

18



10

"I never know what you will say or do next," she said.

"I don’t often know myself," replied Mr. Crook; "but then I am
on the right side of the wall now."

"And which is the right side of the wall?" asked the young
lady, smiling.

"Whichever side you are on," said the young man named

Crook.

As they went together through the laurels towards the front
garden (als sie gemeinsam durch die Lorbeerbdume zum Vorgarten
gingen) a motor horn sounded thrice (erklang eine Autohupe drei Mal;
horn — Hupe; Horn; to sound — abhoren; erklingen), coming nearer
and nearer (nidher und ndher kommend), and a car of splendid speed
(und ein Auto von grandioser Geschwindigkeit; splendid —
grofSartig, prdchtig, grandios), great elegance, and a pale green colour
(groler Eleganz und blassgriiner Farbe; elegance ) swept
up to the front doors like a bird and stood throbbing (rauschte zu
den Vordertiiren wie ein Vogel und stand bebend = bliebe bebend

stehen; to sweep — abtasten; kehren; rauschen).
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11

As they went together through the laurels towards the front
garden a motor horn sounded thrice, coming nearer and nearer,
and a car of splendid speed, great elegance, and a pale green

colour swept up to the front doors like a bird and stood throbbing.

"Hullo, hullo (hallo, hallo)!" said the young man with the red
tie (sagte der junge Mann mit der roten Krawatte), "here’s somebody
born on the right side, anyhow (da ist jemand jedenfalls auf der
richtigen Seite geboren; anyhow — dennoch, trotzdem; jedenfalls). 1
didn’t know, Miss Adams (ich wusste nicht, Friulein Adams), that
your Santa Claus was so modern as this (dass Thr Weihnachtsmann
so modern ist)."

"Oh, that’s my godfather, Sir Leopold Fischer (oh, dass ist mein
Patenonkel, Sir Leopold Fischer; godfather — Patenon-
kel, Pate). He always comes on Boxing Day (er kommt immer am
Stefanitag)."

Then, after an innocent pause (dann, nach einer unschuldigen
Pause; innocent ; pause ), which unconsciously

betrayed some lack of enthusiasm (die unbewusst einigen Mangel

an Enthusiasmus verriet; unconsciously — unbewusst;
conscious — bewusst; to betray — betrtigen; verraten; enthusi-
asm ), Ruby Adams added (fiigte Ruby Adams hinzu):

"He is very kind (er ist sehr liebenswiirdig)."
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12

"Hullo, hullo!" said the young man with the red tie, "here’s
somebody born on the right side, anyhow. I didn’t know, Miss
Adams, that your Santa Claus was so modern as this."

"Oh, that’s my godfather, Sir Leopold Fischer. He always
comes on Boxing Day."

Then, after an innocent pause, which unconsciously betrayed

some lack of enthusiasm, Ruby Adams added:

"He is very kind."

John Crook, journalist, had heard of that eminent City magnate
(John Crook, Journalist, hatte von diesem angesehenen Londoner
Tycoon gehort; journalist ; eminent — beriihmt,
angesehen; the City — London; magnate ); and it was not
his fault (und es war nicht seine Schuld) if the City magnate had
not heard of him (wenn der Londoner Tycoon nicht von ihm gehort
hatte); for in certain articles in The Clarion or The New Age Sir
Leopold had been dealt with austerely (denn in gewissen Artikeln
in The Clarion oder The New Age war Sir Leopold streng abgefertigt
worden; certain ; to deal with — jem behandeln; abferti-
gen; austerely — asketisch, streng). But he said nothing
(aber er sagte nichts) and grimly watched the unloading of the

motor-car (und sah grimmig dem Ausladen des Autos zu; unload

21



), which was rather a long process (was ein recht langer

Prozess war; rather ). A large, neat chauffeur in green got
out from the front (ein groRer, ordentlicher Chauffeur in Griin stieg
vorne aus; chauffeur ; to get out — bekannt werden; ausstei-
gen), and a small, neat manservant in grey got out from the back
(und ein kleiner, ordentlicher Diener stieg hinten aus; manservant
), and between them they deposited Sir Leopold

on the doorstep and began to unpack him (und zwischen ihnen
setzten sie Sir Leopold auf der Schwelle ab und fingen an ihn = seine
Sachen auszupacken; to deposit — ablagern; einzahlen; abset-
zen; doorstep — Eingangsstufe, Schwelle), like some very
carefully protected parcel (wie ein sehr sorgfiltig geschiitztes Paket;

carefully ; to protect — absichern, behiiten; parcel

13

John Crook, journalist, had heard of that eminent City
magnate; and it was not his fault if the City magnate had not
heard of him; for in certain articles in The Clarion or The New
Age Sir Leopold had been dealt with austerely. But he said noth-
ing and grimly watched the unloading of the motor-car, which
was rather a long process. A large, neat chauffeur in green got
out from the front, and a small, neat manservant in grey got out

from the back, and between them they deposited Sir Leopold on
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the doorstep and began to unpack him, like some very carefully

protected parcel.

Rugs enough to stock a bazaar (geniigend Teppiche um einen
Bazar auszustatten; bazaar ), furs of all the beasts of the forest
(Felle von allen Tieren des Waldes), and scarves of all the colours
of the rainbow were unwrapped one by one (und Schals in all den
Farben des Regenbogens wurden eins nach dem anderen ausgewick-
elt), till they revealed something resembling the human form (bis
sie etwas offenlegten, dass der menschlichen Form &hnelte; to reveal

— aufdecken, entlarven; offenlegen; to resemble —
gleichen, dhneln); the form of a friendly, but foreign-looking old
gentleman (die Form eines freundlichen, aber fremdaussehenden alten
Herrn; foreign — ausldndisch, fremd), with a grey goat-like beard
and a beaming smile (mit einem grauen ziegengleichen Bart und einem
strahlenden Licheln; goat — Ziege; beard ; beaming — gldnzend,
strahlend), who rubbed his big fur gloves together (der seine grof3en

Fellhandschuhe zusammenrieb; glove ).

14

Rugs enough to stock a bazaar, furs of all the beasts of
the forest, and scarves of all the colours of the rainbow were
unwrapped one by one, till they revealed something resembling

the human form; the form of a friendly, but foreign-looking old
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gentleman, with a grey goat-like beard and a beaming smile, who

rubbed his big fur gloves together.

Long before this revelation was complete (lange bevor diese
Enthiillung komplett war; revelation — Offenbarung;
Enthiillung; complete ) the two big doors of the porch
had opened in the middle (hatten sich die zwei groen Tiiren des
Vorbaus in der Mitte geoffnet; porch — Veranda, Vorbau), and Colo-
nel Adams (father of the furry young lady (und Colonel Adams
(Vater der pelzigen jungen Dame); colonel )) had come
out himself to invite his eminent guest inside (war selbst heraus-
gekommen um seinen angesehenen Gast hinein zu bitten; to invite —
einladen, hereinbitten). He was a tall, sunburnt, and very silent man
(er war ein grof3er, sonnenverbrannter und sehr stiller Mann; sunburnt

— sonnenverbrannt, braungebrannt; to burn — brennen;
silent — leise, still), who wore a red smoking-cap like a
fez (der eine rote Rauchermiitze wie einen Fez trug; to wear), making
him look like one of the English Sirdars or Pashas in Egypt (was
ihn wie einen der englischen Sirdars oder Paschas in Agypten aussehen

liel3; sirdar ; pasha ).
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Long before this revelation was complete the two big doors

of the porch had opened in the middle, and Colonel Adams
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(father of the furry young lady) had come out himself to invite
his eminent guest inside. He was a tall, sunburnt, and very silent
man, who wore a red smoking-cap like a fez, making him look

like one of the English Sirdars or Pashas in Egypt.

With him was his brother-in-law (bei ihm war sein Schwager),
lately come from Canada (der kiirzlich aus Kanada gekommen war;
Canada ), a big and rather boisterous young gentleman-
farmer (ein dicker und recht ausgelassener Gutsbesitzer; boisterous

— ldrmend, ausgelassen), with a yellow beard, by name

James Blount (mit einem gelben Bart, mit Namen James Blount). With
him also was the more insignificant figure of the priest from the
neighbouring Roman Church (bei ihm war auch die unbedeutendere
Figur des Priesters der benachbarten rémischen Kirche; insignificant
; neighbouring — benachbart; neigh-

bour — Nachbar); for the colonel’s late wife had been a
Catholic (denn die verstorbene Frau des Colonels war eine Katholi-
kin gewesen; for — fiir; bei; denn; late — spdit; verstorben; catholic
), and the children, as is common in such cases (und die

Kinder, wie es gewohnlich in solchen Féllen ist; common ; case
), had been trained to follow her (waren unterwiesen worden,

ihr zu folgen). Everything seemed undistinguished about the priest
(alles schien an dem Priester gewoOhnlich zu sein; undistinguished

— durchschnittlich, gewéhnlich, mittelmdfsig), even
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down to his name, which was Brown (sogar bis zu seinem Namen
hinunter, der Brown war; down to — bis hinunter zu; down — unten,
hinunter); yet the colonel had always found something companio-
nable about him (dennoch hatte der Colonel immer etwas geselliges
an ihm gefunden; companionable — umgdnglich,
gesellig), and frequently asked him to such family gatherings (und
bat ihn héufig zu solchen Familientreffen; frequently ; to
ask — fragen; bitten; gathering — Ansammlung; Treffen; to gather —

sammeln; aufnehmen).
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With him was his brother-in-law, lately come from Canada,
a big and rather boisterous young gentleman-farmer, with a
yellow beard, by name James Blount. With him also was the
more insignificant figure of the priest from the neighbouring
Roman Church; for the colonel’s late wife had been a Catholic,
and the children, as is common in such cases, had been trained
to follow her. Everything seemed undistinguished about the
priest, even down to his name, which was Brown; yet the colo-
nel had always found something companionable about him, and

frequently asked him to such family gatherings.

In the large entrance hall of the house there was ample room

even for Sir Leopold (in der grof3en Eingangshalle war reichlich Platz,
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selbst fiir Sir Leopold; entrance hall — Eingangsbereich,
Eingangshalle; ample — geniigend, reichlich; room — Raum, Platz)
and the removal of his wraps (und die Entfernung seiner Umschlagtii-
cher; removal — Beseitigung, Entfernung; wraps — Schals,
Umschlagtiicher). Porch and vestibule, indeed, were unduly large in
proportion to the house (Verranda und Vorraum waren in der Tat iiber-
gebiihrlich grof3 im Verhéiltnis zum Haus; vestibule ; indeed

— allerdings, tatsdchlich, in der Tat; unduly —
tibermdfsig, iibergebiihrlich; proportion ), and formed,
as it were, a big room with the front door at one end (und formten
gleichsam einen grofen Raum mit der Eingangstiir an einem Ende; to
form — aufbauen; formen; as it were — gewissermafSen, gleichsam),
and the bottom of the staircase at the other (und das untere Ende
des Stiegenaufgangs am anderen; bottom — untere; Boden; staircase

— Treppenhaus, Stiegenaufgang; stair — Treppe, Stiege).

17

In the large entrance hall of the house there was ample room
even for Sir Leopold and the removal of his wraps. Porch and
vestibule, indeed, were unduly large in proportion to the house,
and formed, as it were, a big room with the front door at one

end, and the bottom of the staircase at the other.
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In front of the large hall fire (vor dem grof3en Hallenkamin; fire —
Feuer; Kamin), over which hung the colonel’s sword (iiber dem das
Schwert des Colonels hing; to hang; sword ), the process was
completed (wurde der Prozess abgeschlossen; process )
and the company, including the saturnine Crook (und die Gesell-

schaft, den diisteren Crook eingeschlossen; including — einschliefs-

lich, eingeschlossen; to include — beifiigen; beinhalten;
saturnine — finster, diister), presented to Sir Leopold
Fischer (Sir Leopold Fischer vorgestellt; to present ). That

venerable financier, however (dieser geschitzte Finanzier schien
sich jedoch; venerable — ehrwiirdig, geschdtzt; finan-
cier ; however ), still seemed struggling with
portions of his well-lined attire (noch immer mit Teilen seiner gutge-
fiitterten Bekleidung abzumiihen; to struggle — kdmpfen; sich abmiihen;
lined — runzelig; gefiittert; attire ), and at length produced
from a very interior tail-coat pocket, a black oval case (und holte
schlief3lich aus einer sehr innen gelegenen Fracktasche ein schwar-

zes ovales Etui hervor; at length — ausfiihrlich; endlich, schliefslich;

length — Ldnge; to produce — anfertigen; erbringen; hervor-
holen; interior — innere, inwendig; tail-coat —
Frack; tail — Schwanz; pocket — Tasche; oval ; case — Kiste,

Etui) which he radiantly explained (von dem er strahlend erklérte;
radiant — strahlend, gldnzend; to explain —

ausfiihren, darlegen, erkldren) to be his Christmas present for his
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god-daughter (dass es sein Weihnachtsgeschenk fiir seine Patentochter

sei; god-daughter ).

18

In front of the large hall fire, over which hung the colonel’s
sword, the process was completed and the company, including
the saturnine Crook, presented to Sir Leopold Fischer. That vener-
able financier, however, still seemed struggling with portions of
his well-lined attire, and at length produced from a very interior
tail-coat pocket, a black oval case which he radiantly explained

to be his Christmas present for his god-daughter.

With an unaffected vain-glory (mit ungekiinstelter Prahlerei;
unaffected — unbeeinflusst; ungekiinstelt; vain-glory
— Angeberei, Prahlerei) that had something disarm-

ing about it (die etwas Entwaffnendes an sich hatte; disarming
— entwaffnend; arms — Waffen) he held out the case

before them all (er streckte ihnen allen das Etui hin; to hold); it flew
open at a touch and half-blinded them (es flog bei einer Beriihrung
auf und blendete sie halb; to fly — flattern, fliegen; touch —
Beriihrung; Anflug). It was just (es war genauso) as if a crystal foun-
tain had spurted in their eyes (als hitte ein Kristallspringbrunnen
in ihre Augen gespritzt; crystal — Kristall; fountain

— Brunnen, Springbrunnen; to spurt — sprinten; spritzen).
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In a nest of orange velvet lay like three eggs (in einem Nest aus
orangenem Samt lagen, wie drei Eier; velvet ; to lie), three
white and vivid diamonds (drei weile und strahlende Diamanten;
vivid — lebhaft; strahlend; diamond ) that seemed
to set the very air on fire all round them (die die Luft rund um sie
in Brand zu setzen schienen; to set on fire — Feuer legen; in Brand
setzen). Fischer stood beaming benevolently (Fischer stand giitig
strahlend da; to beam — leuchten, strahlen; benevolent )
and drinking deep of the astonishment and ecstasy of the girl (und
saugte das Erstaunen und die Verziickung des Méadchens tief in sich
ein; to drink — trinken; saugen; astonishment ; ecstasy

), the grim admiration and gruff thanks of the colonel (die
grimmige Bewunderund und den schroffen Dank des Colonels; grim —
diister, grimmig; gruff — ruppig, barsch, schroff), the wonder of the

whole group (das Staunen der ganzen Gruppe).
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With an unaffected vain-glory that had something disarming
about it he held out the case before them all; it flew open at a
touch and half-blinded them. It was just as if a crystal fountain
had spurted in their eyes. In a nest of orange velvet lay like three
eggs, three white and vivid diamonds that seemed to set the very
air on fire all round them. Fischer stood beaming benevolently

and drinking deep of the astonishment and ecstasy of the girl,
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the grim admiration and gruff thanks of the colonel, the wonder

of the whole group.

"I’ll put ’em back now, my dear (ich werde sie jetzt zuriicklegen
meine Liebe; to put back — zuriickstellen, zurticklegen; to put — setzen,
stellen, legen)," said Fischer (sagte Fischer), returning the case to
the tails of his coat (das Etui wieder in seinen Frack zuriickgebend;
to return — zuriickkehren; zuriickbringen; zuriickgeben). "I had to be
careful of ’em coming down (ich musste vorsichtig mit ihnen sein
beim Herkommen; to be careful — achtgeben, vorsichtig sein; to come
down — herunterkommen; herkommen). They’re the three great Afri-
can diamonds called ‘The Flying Stars’(das sind die drei grof3en
afrikanischen Diamanten, genannt "Die Fliegenden Sterne"), because
they’ve been stolen so often (weil sie so oft gestohlen worden sind;
called — genannt; to call — aufrufen; telefonieren; nennen). All the big
criminals are on the track (alle grof3en Kriminellen sind /ihnen/ auf
der Spur; criminal ; to be on the track — auf der Spur
sein); but even the rough men about in the streets and hotels (aber
selbst die harten Manner unterwegs in den Straf3en und Hotels; rough

— grob, rau, hart) could hardly have kept their hands off them
(hatten kaum ihre Hande von ihnen lassen konnen; hardly — kaum,
schwerlich; to keep one’s hands off — seine Hdnde von etwas lassen;
to keep — aufbewahren, behalten; hiiten). I might have lost them on

the road here (ich hitte sie auf der Straf3e hierher verlieren konnen;
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might — konnte; diirfte; to lose — verlieren; verspielen). It was quite

possible (es war sehr wahrscheinlich)."

20

"I'll put ’em back now, my dear," said Fischer, returning the
case to the tails of his coat. "I had to be careful of ’em coming
down. They’re the three great African diamonds called ‘The
Flying Stars’, because they’ve been stolen so often. All the big
criminals are on the track; but even the rough men about in the
streets and hotels could hardly have kept their hands off them.

I might have lost them on the road here. It was quite possible."
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