Table of Contents

Preface ...t e e e A%

ABIevIations . .. ..coniiiit i e X
Chapter 1

INTRODUCTION . . ..ttt ettt et e 1

1.1. Background: John Wrote a ‘Spiritual Gospel’ ............... 1

1.2. The Problem: Enigmatic Language of Jesus and John ........ 4

1.2.1. A Brief History of Research.......................... 5

1.2.2. Justification for the Present Study..................... 17

1.3. Thesisand AImsS ........cvviiiiiiiiriiiierieeneneenenn. 19

1.4. The Questionof Method ........... ... ..., 20

1.5. Plan, Scope, and Limitations . . . ..............oooviiiinne., 28
Chapter 2

THE STRUCTURE OF JOHN’S ENIGMATIC LANGUAGE .......... 33

2.1. Defining Ambiguity in the Fourth Gospel ................... 33

2.1.1. The General Problem of Ambiguity in Literature ....... 33

2.1.2. General Definition of Ambiguity ..................... 34

2.1.2.1. The Linguistic Definition. . . ........covvvunenn..n 36

2.1.2.2. The Literary Definition ...........cvivernnennn... 38

2.1.3. The Role of Context in Ambiguity.................... 39

2.2. The Compositional Fabric of Ambiguity in the Fourth

GOSPel o e 41

2.2.1. The Linguistic Fabric of Johannine Ambiguity ......... 43

2.2.1.1. Grammatical and Syntactical Ambiguity . ............. 43

2.2.1.2. Lexical Amphibologia (Double Meaning)............. 46

2.2.1.3. Conceptual Amphibologia (Double Reference) ........ 52

Bibliografische Informationen E H
) digitalisiert durch 1 L
http://d-nb.info/959143823 BLIOTHE


http://d-nb.info/959143823

X Table of Contents

2.2.1.4. Use of Cluster CONCepts. . . .o vvvvvvvnenunnneensn 60

2.2.2. The Literary Fabric of Johannine Ambiguity ........... 62

2.2.2.1. Johannine Symbolism and Metaphor . ............... 65

2.2.2.2. Johannine [rony .........coiiiiinriennennnnnnn. 75

2.3. Figurative versus Plain Speech............................. 85

2.4. Johannine Allusions to the Old Testament .................. 91

2.5. Conclusion: The Compound Structure of John’s Language .... 121
Chapter 3

THE CONCEPTUAL MILIEU OF THE FOURTH GOSPEL .......... 123

3.1. The Context of Thought out of Which the Gospel Emerged.... 123

3.2. Various Proposals for the Johannine Conceptual Setting ...... 125

32 1. GNOStCISIN . .vvvvttt ettt 126

322.QUITIAN . ..ot e e 130

3.2.3. Judaism and the Jewish Scriptures .................... 132

3.2.4. The Centrality of the Scriptures in Judaism ............ 136

3.3. The Fourth Gospel in Its Old Testament Literary Setting ...... 137

3.3.1. The Semitic Style of the Fourth Gospel ................ 140

3.3.2. Comparative Stylistic Analysis ....................... 144
Chapter 4

THE PURPOSE OF THE FOURTHGOSPEL ..............c.vvn... 157

4.1. The Intentions of John .......... .. ... ... it 157

4.1.1. Clarification of Two Assumptions .................... 160

4.1.2. The Purpose of the Gospel as Viewed in the Early

Church ... i 161

4.2. John’s Stated PUrpose ........cooviiiiiiiiiiinineeiennnen, 162

4.3. ARecord for Posterity .........oooviiiiiniininninnneenenns 164

4.3.1. The Jewish Readership ...................coovett 165

4.3.2. The Gentile Readership ........................0t. 168

4.3.3. The Universal Appeal of the Fourth Gospel ............ 172



Table of Contents

4.4. Pastoral Focus But Not Sectarian Perspective ................

45.

44.1. The Alleged Sectarianism of the Fourth Gospel ........

4.4.2. Analysis and Criticism of Martyn, Leroy, and
MeeKS ...ttt e
4.4.2.1. Martyn’s Reconstruction ..........cvevevenenennn
4.4.2.2. Leroy’s Form-Critical Analysis ....................
4.4.2.3. Meeks’s Sociological Application ..................
4.4.3. Further Criticism of the Sectarian Model ..............
4.4.4. The Non-Sectarian Emphasis of the Gospel............

The Centrality of the Messianic Identity of Jesus in the
Purpose of the Gospel ............... ...

Chapter 5
ISRAEL’S SCRIPTURES AND THE LANGUAGE
OF JOHN'S GOSPEL ... oottt e e

5.1.

5.2.

5.3.

The Primary Key to the Function of John’s Perplexing
Language . ... it e e

Addressees of the Johannine Polemic: The Identity
of ‘the Jews’ .. ... . i i e

5.2.1. Who Then Are the Johannine Jews? ..................
5.2.2. ‘The Jews’ at the Level of Johannine Theology ........

John’s Appeal to Israel’s Scriptures and Its Implications for
His Language ........... ..ot i,

5.3.1. The Distinctions in Johannine Citations of
SCHPUIE . ... e

5.3.2. The Significance of Direct Citations in
Determining the Function of the Indirect
Allusions ........ ..o

5.3.3. Johannine Allusions to Consummation of Jewish
Religious Institutions in Christ .......................
5.3.3.1. Jesus as Fulfilmentof theLaw ........................
5.3.3.2. Jesus as the Completion of the Sacrificial System ........

5.3.3.3. Jesus as the Locus of God’s Presence — The True
Temple ..ot

238



X

Table of Contents

5.4. The Witness of the Scriptures to Jesus and the Johannine

Hermeneutic ...ttt 285
5.5. The Prophecy of Isaiah and an Explanation of the
Opponents’ Incomprehension .......... ..ot 296
5.5.1. Incomprehension and Spiritual Blindness ............. 296
5.5.2. Isaiah’s Message and Rejection of Revelation in
John ... o 306
5.5.3. Revelation of the Arm of YHWH and Rejection of
HisServant ........... ... ittt 307
5.5.4. Incomprehension and the Question of Divine
Determination ........... ..o ittt 312
5.6. The Witness of the Scriptures to Jesus and the Prophetic
LaAWSUIL Lottt ittt i 324
5.7. Implications of the Witness of the Scriptures for the
Johannine Audience .............. ...l 326
Chapter 6
SPIRITUAL PERCEPTION AND THE LANGUAGE
OFJOHN’SGOSPEL ......ccuviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii i ens, 331
6.1. The Language of John as a Theological Language ........... 331
6.2. The Resurrection and Its Implication for John’s Language .... 333
6.3. The Work of the Spirit of Truth in Illuminating the Truth ..... 337
6.3.1. The Nature of Truth in the Fourth Gospel ............. 341
6.3.2. Revelation of Truth in the Person and Work of
Jesus Christ ..........ciiii e 345
6.3.3. The Witness of the Written Word to the Living
Word ... e 357
6.3.4. Illumination of the Revelation of Truth by the
Holy Spirit ... 358
6.4. Spiritual Birth as a Necessary Condition for
Comprehending the Truth ................. ...t 361
6.4.1. Spiritual Perception ................oiiiiiiiiat 366
6.4.2. Circamcised Ears .............coivviiiiiiinn.e, 369



Table of Contents X1

6.5. Comprehension of Truth and the Johannine Conception of

Faith ... i 372
6.5.1. Spurious Faith Does Not Lead to Life and
Mumination .......coovvitiiiiiiiinniiiinneeeennns 374
6.5.2. Abiding Faith ............................ ... ... 381
6.6. The Polarising Effect of Light Shining in Darkness ........... 384
6.6.1. Divisiveness of the Revelation of God in Christ ........ 385
6.6.2. The Johannine ‘World’ and the Function of the
Believing Community within It ...................... 395
6.6.3. Unbelief and ‘Evil Works™........................... 398
6.7. Concealment of the Word . ...................iiiiiieneant. 400
Chapter 7
CoNCLUSION: THE ENIGMATIC LANGUAGE OF THE
‘SPIRITUAL GOSPEL’ ... ...uttnteiiieiineiieaaenanieenns 407
Bibliography ........c..iiiiii e 411
Index of References ..........ccoviiimiiiiniiiiiineennnnnnnennns 511
Index of AUthors ........ciiiiiiiiiiiiii i ittt iiiine e ennns 548
Index of Subjects .........ooiiiiiiiiiii i e e 567

Index of Greek Words .....ccvvviiriii ittt iie et 573



