
Contents

List of Figures — XI

Chapter 1
Introduction — 1

Truth and its Uses — 3
Post-Truth: A Brief Introduction-----4
Post-Truth Geographies — 6
This Volume’s Argument — 7
Outline of Chapters — 8

Chapter 2
The Meanings and Philosophies of Truth(s) and Post-Truth —14

What does “Truth” Mean? Varying Views of Truth —15
Correspondence Theory of Truth —17
Coherence Theory of Truth —18
Pragmatist Theory of Truth —18
Consensus Theory of Truth — 20
The Enlightenment, Empiricism, and Positivism — 20
The Problem of Pseudo-Science — 26
Marxism and Truth — 29
The Relativization of Truth — 31
Foucault and the Social Construction of Truth — 35
Feminism and Truth — 38
Post-modernism and Truth — 40
Post-structuralist Truths — 46
Post-truth as Epistemology and Ontology — 48
Chapter Conclusion — 53

Chapter 3
The Historical Geography of Fake News and Post-Truth — 56

What is Fake News? — 56
The Early History of Fake News-----58
Yellow Journalism — 62
Fake News and Politics — 65
Fake News and Immigration — 70
Military Propaganda and Fake News — 71
Corporations and Fake News — 79

https://d-nb.info/1290727538


VIII — Contents

Modern Day Tabloids — 84
Fake News and the Internet — 86
Chapter Conclusion — 89

Chapter 4
Right-wing Post-truth Geographies — 90

Anti-Intellectualism and its Aftermath — 90
Science Denialism — 93
Denial of Climate Change — 97
The Right-Wing American Mediasphere —102
Howling at the Moon: Right-Wing Conspiracy Theories —108
Fake News and the 2016 and 2020 U.S. Presidential Elections —110
Donald Trump’s Lies and their Fake Geographies —114
Right-Wing Covid Denialism —124
Fake News and Brexit —127
Chapter Conclusion —131

Chapter 5
The Urban and Rural Landscapes of Post-truth —133

Cities and Cognitive-Cultural Capitalism —134
Cities, Rural Areas, Diversity, and Tolerance —135
News Deserts —138
The Spatiality of Gullibility: Explaining Susceptibility to Fake News —140
European Urban-Rural Dichotomies —144
Chapter Conclusion —146

Chapter 6
World Regional Geographies of Post-Truth —147

Neoliberalism and Post-Truth —148
European Landscapes of Post-Truth —151
Russian Fake News —153
The Spatiality of Post-Truth in Asia —157
Posverclad: Latin America Grapples with Post-Truth —160
ajaal jal Post-truth in the Middle East —165
Post-Truth with African Characteristics —169
Chapter Conclusion —171



Contents — IX

Chapter 7
Conclusions: Contours of Geography in the Age of Fake News —173

References —180

Index — 216


