
Table of Contents

Preface.................................................................................................................V

Notes and Abbreviations................................................................................ XIII

Chapter 1: Introduction..................................................................1

1.1 Dynamics of Moral Repair.............................................................................1

1.2 The Present Study’s Relation to Previous Research......................................3

1.3 Definitions and Strategies............................................................................. 7

1.3.1 Morality and Evolution......................................................................... 8
1.3.2 Morality, Culture, and Convention..................................................... 10
1.3.3 Morality and Emotion..........................................................................11
1.3.4 Moral Infringement and Moral Repair................................................ 13
1.3.5 From Obliteration to Forgiveness....................................................... 15

1.4 Categories and Spheres for Comparison..................................................... 17

1.4.1 Overarching Categories.......................................................................17
1.4.2 Cultural Spheres..................................................................................18
1.4.3 Social Spheres.....................................................................................19
1.4.4 Comparison: Motivation and Method................................................. 20

1.5 Specific Tools and Theories........................................................................ 22

1.5.1 Game Theory...................................................................................... 22
1.5.2 The Valuable Relationships Hypothesis.............................................25
1.5.3 Social Network Theory and Commitment Signalling.........................26

1.6 Sources and Limitations.............................................................................. 28

https://d-nb.info/1321335695


VIII Table of Contents

Chapter 2: Idea(l)s: Cognitive Frames for Morality and Their
Implications for Moral Repair..................................................... 31

2.1 Cognitive Frames and Conceptual Metaphors............................................ 31

2.1.1 Conceptual Metaphor Theory............................................................. 32
2.1.2 Moral Foundations Theory..................................................................36
2.1.3 Our Approach in Comparison............................................................. 38

2.2 Cognitive Frames in Ancient Moral Discourse........................................... 40

2.3 Weight versus Accounting in Jewish Thought.......................................44

2.4 Path: Destiny, Direction, Deviation........................................................... 48

2.5 Purity: Removal, Restoration, and Conceptual Blending..........................52

2.6 Measure and SIZE: Compensation, Forgiveness, and Revenge.................58

2.6.1 Fairness and Cooperation................................................................... 58
2.6.2 Talion and Compensation in Ancient Legislation..............................60
2.6.3 Aristotle on Justice..............................................................................61
2.6.4 Exaggeration as Entertainment........................................................... 63
2.6.5 Clemency as Generosity and Domination........................................... 66
2.6.6 Jews and Christians on Forgiveness................................................... 70

2.7 Size and Status Restoration......................................................................... 72

2.7.1 Status as Size in Ancient Thought...................................................... 72
2.7.2 Honour and Social Status.................................................................... 75
2.7.3 Defending Honour in Epic.................................................................. 78
2.7.4 Denigrative Status Reversal in Roman Comedy.................................79

2.8 Aesthetics as Beauty and Proportion........................................................ 81

2.8.1 Good is Beautiful.................................................................................81
2.8.2 Plato and Beauty..................................................................................82
2.8.3 Aristotle and Proportion..................................................................... 83

2.9 Force/Strength as Control and Rationality............................................. 85

2.9.1 The Hebrew Bible................................................................................86
2.9.2 Greek Philosophers..............................................................................87
2.9.3 Musonius Rufus: Moral Formation as Exercise in Self-Control......... 88
2.9.4 Marcus Aurelius: Cosmic Rational Force.........................................90



Table of Contents

2.9.5 Divine and Demonic Force................................................................. 92

2.10 Nature: Character and Norm................................................................... 95

2.11 Health: Moral Repair as Divine Healing............................................... 100

2.12 Conclusions.............................................................................................. 102

Chapter 3: Practices: Moral Infringements and Moral Repair
in Social Groups..........................................................................105

3.1 Hierarchies and Emotions..........................................................................105

3.2 Honour and Shame in Cultural Comparison............................................. 108

3.3 Punishment, Revenge, and Compensation................................................ 115

3.4 Deterrence, Balance, and Excess................................................................119

3.5 Homicide Repair........................................................................................123

3.5.1 Draco’s Homicide Laws....................................................................124
3.5.2 Greek Practice: Relatives, Revenge, and Reconciliation.................127
3.5.3 Greek Practice: Exile and Compensation........................................ 131
3.5.4 Roman Practice: A Family Affair..................................................... 134
3.5.5 Roman Practice: Execution and Exile.............................................. 139
3.5.6 Israelite Practice: Intention and Accident in the Torah....................146
3.5.7 Israelite Practice: Death, Exile, and Compensation......................... 151
3.5.8 Practice in Early Judaism during the Roman Period......................... 155
3.5.9 Practice among Early Christ-Followers............................................ 163
3.5.10 Practice according to Early Rabbinic Texts.................................... 164
3.5.11 Comparative Discussion..................................................................167

3.6 Bodily injury..............................................................................................169

3.6.1 The Hebrew Bible in Its Ancient West Asian Context..................... 169
3.6.2 Bodily Injury in Greece and Greek Culture...................................... 178
3.6.3 Attempted Murder in Athenian Law................................................. 183
3.6.4 Maltreatment and Damage in Greek Texts....................................... 188
3.6.5 Physical Injury in Rome....................................................................196
3.6.6 Bodily Injury in Early Jewish and Christian Discourse................... 202
3.6.7 The Rabbis on Physical Violence and Bodily Injury....................... 207



X Table of Contents

3.6.8 Comparative Discussion...................................................................211

3.7 Property Infringement and Restitution..................................................... 213

3.7.1 Property Infringements in Ancient West Asia and Israel.................215
3.7.2 Compensating for Property Infringements in Greece.......................221
3.7.3 Property Infringements in Rome...................................................... 229
3.7.4 Dealing with Property Infringements among Jews and Christians ...238
3.7.5 Comparative Discussion................................................................... 245

3.8 Repair of Sexual Infringement...................................................................247

3.8.1 Sexual Infringements in Ancient West Asia and Israel...................248
3.8.2 Sexual Infringements in Ancient Greece......................................... 257
3.8.3 Roman Responses to Sexual Infringements...................................... 268
3.8.4 Settling Sexual Infringements in the Second Temple Period........... 281
3.8.5 Sexual Infringement and Repair in Early Christian Texts............... 288
3.8.6 Rabbinic Penalties for Sexual Infringements.................................... 295
3.8.7 Comparative Discussion.................................................................. 305

Chapter 4: Rituals and Moral Repair........................................ 311

4.1 Involving Gods through Ritual...................................................................311

4.2 Divine Origins of Morality and Law......................................................... 314

4.3 The Willingness of Gods to Intervene in Human Moral Repair............... 317

4.4 Cursing One’s Opponent............................................................................323

4.4.1 Cursing One’s Opponent in Secret.................................................. 324
4.4.2 Pre-emptive Conditional Curses of Others...................................... 331

4.5 Oaths and Vows: Conditional Self-Curses................................................ 333

4.5.1 Oaths as Proof of Innocence............................................................. 334
4.5.2 Oaths in Judicial Settings.................................................................. 338
4.5.3 Oaths to Facilitate Cooperation........................................................ 342
4.5.4 Problematising Rash and Deceitful Oaths and Vows.......................343

4.6 Prayers and Supplications for Justice........................................................ 358

4.7 Dedications as Aggressions........................................................................362



Table of Contents XI

4.8 Expulsion and Punfication Rituals............................................................ 366

4.9 Confessions of Sin, Prayers for Forgiveness, and Intercession
for Sinners........................................................................................................378

4.10 Fasting and Asceticism............................................................................ 398

4.11 Divination of Guilt.................................................................................. 404

4.12 Invoking Gods and Using Ritual Language for Emotional Effect.......... 408

Chapter 5: Concluding Discussions...........................................411

5.1 Revenge and Punishment.......................................................................... 412

5.1.1 Retaliation: Personal and Family Honour.........................................413
5.1.2 Talion: Proportional Revenge...........................................................415
5.1.3 Punishment: Societal Control........................................................... 418

5.2 Removal: Exile, Ransom, Purification......................................................420

5.2.1 Exile and Expulsion.......................................................................... 420
5.2.2 Ransom............................................................................................. 421
5.2.3 Purification from Moral Pollution....................................................423

5.3 Compromise and Compensation...............................................................424

5.3.1 Private Arbitration............................................................................ 425
5.3.2 Public Adjudication.......................................................................... 426
5.3.3 Restoring Material Value and Honour..............................................427

5.4 Responsibility and Repentance.................................................................428

5.4.1 Avoiding and Acknowledging Responsibility..................................428
5.4.2 Taking Responsibility for Others......................................................430

5.5 Clemency and Forgiveness........................................................................ 431

5.5.1 Ignoring Infringement....................................................................... 431
5.5.2 Leniency: Clemency and Pardon......................................................432
5.5.3 Forbearance and Foregoing Revenge...............................................433
5.5.4 Forgiveness....................................................................................... 434

5.6 Appeals to Virtue in Moral Repair............................................................435



XII Table of Contents

5.7 Ritual Innovation in Infringement Repair................................................. 437

5.8 Final Reflections........................................................................................438

Bibliography.....................................................................................................443

Publications from the Project “Dynamics of Moral Repair in Antiquity”....... 493

Source Index....................................................................................................495

Author Index....................................................................................................523

Subject Index....................................................................................................533


